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Koo Wee Rup Fire Brigade celebrates
75 years of service to their community
On Sunday the 22nd of July, the Koo Wee Rup Fire Brigade celebrated their 75th
Anniversary at their Moody Street Fire Station. With history on display, families
attended to celebrate this unique milestone. Past members travelled from as far as
Portland to attend and catch up with old friends and colleagues.
The brigade had both old and new fire trucks on display, including a 1952 Austin
Front Mounted Pumper and a 1962 Austin Tanker “Malmsbury” which were both
generously loaned to the brigade for the day by George from the Fire Services
Museum Victoria and Mike Herbert from Nar Nar Goon. The old vehicles and Koo
Wee Rup’s current vehicles including their Pumper/Tanker and Bus did a lap of
honour around Koo Wee Rup sounding their horns and sirens whilst community
members joined the brigade in watching the procession pass by.
Around 100 people attended the day, which was a great day out for the entire
family with kids climbing into fire trucks, using hoses to squirt water while they
donned kids‐sized protective clothing while others just relaxed enjoying a sausage
sizzle and yummy slices that the Ladies Auxiliary had baked. Members engaged
with the local community to pass along fire safety messages while they watched their children play. There was
memorabilia on display showing a colourful history of the Koo Wee Rup Fire Brigade, Ladies Auxiliary and both junior
and senior running teams. There were old uniforms dressed on mannequins and numerous photo albums to view the
history of CFA and how fire fighting services has changed through the years.
Koo Wee Rup is a rapidly growing community with large land estates increasing around the town. As a 100% Volunteer
Brigade they are currently looking for new members for day time response. If you are fit & healthy and available during
daytime hours and want to support your local community, please contact Steve Collins on 0427 889 465 or Raelene
Gard on 0407 832 576 to enquire.

The Township Committee Meeting Minutes

(see page 5)
The Township held its monthly meeting on Wednesday, 4 July. Township Meetings are open to anyone who would like
to attend. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 1 August at 7:30 pm at the Community Centre.
Items printed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the thoughts or beliefs of the Editor. The Editor reserves the right to edit any
items, where necessary. All work associated with the production of The Koo Wee Rup Blackfish is done on a voluntary basis.
Edited by C Roff email: blackfish@live.com.au
PO Box 64, Koo Wee Rup 3981, Tel 5997 2333
Printed by KWR Township Committee

Proudly supporting the Koo Wee Rup Blackfish
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Bendigo Bank Grants Night
The Bendigo Bank held its annual grants night last month. Over 20 community groups were granted money to help
with projects including support for the Lions Club's Community Christmas Carols, provision of helmets for the KWR Over
60s Cricket Club to comply with new league rules and the purchase of a new photocopier for the Blackfish (Yay & thank
you!).
Grants were awarded to 1st KWR Scout Group, Bayles Primary School, Bayles Fauna Park, Bayles Fire Brigade, Catani
Football Club, Catani Netball Club, Cora Lynn Football & Netball Club, Cranbourne West Primary School, KWR Bowls
Club, KWR CFA, KWR Cricket Club, KWR Football Club, KWR Horse Riders Club, KWR Men’s Shed, KWR Pre School, KWR
Primary School, KWR Secondary College, KWR Over 60’s Cricket Club, KWR Township Committee, Lions Club of KWR,
Pakenham Hall Committee, The Youth Hub Centre and West Gippsland Tennis Association.

Koo Wee Rup Business Association President's Report
To the community of, and visitors to, Koo Wee Rup.
The association held its July meeting/AGM on Tuesday 17th in the Swamp Room at the Koo Wee
Rup Community Centre. What a hugely successful night it was. We had an attendance of 14
people, lots of new faces. The KBA elected President; Suellen Conway, Vice president; Malcolm
Brown, Secretary; Ron Payne & Treasurer Liz Wade & Robert Mure as a committee member.
After the AGM we passed the mike to Brett from BSDA he was full of advice and exciting tricks
to grow your business on Facebook. All of Brett's tips were things we can take on board for free
and they were conveyed in a professional, easy to understand way.
Brett was funded by a grant from the Cardinia Shire and we are delighted to have their support as we invest in
improving the skills of our local traders. The more effective our local businesses become, the better for the Koo Wee
Rup community. Clearly there are tangible benefits in joining your local KBA.
This was a benchmark
meeting of what's to come
from KBA we’re looking
forward to a fantastic
insightful year.
If you
would
like
more
information on the KBA up
and coming events please
like our page on Facebook
and email Suellen on
sueykc@hotmail.com to be
added to our email list.
Pictured right are Ron
Payne ‐ Secretary, Liz
Wade ‐ Treasurer, Suellen
Conway ‐ President and
Malcom Brown ‐ Vice
President
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Township Committee Meeting Minutes

(from page 1)
Cr Brown advised that reports on issues with roads and road maintenance are better coming from the public than
councillors. McKays Road has been graded but within days was just as bad as before it was graded. There was further
discussion about road maintenance with several other examples of poor grading practices (eg Scanlons Road) raised. It
was decided that the Secretary would write to the CEO at the Shire expressing the Committee’s disappointment in the
state of the dirt roads in shire.
The Mayor attended the National Awards for Local Government where Cardinia Shire’s Together We Can initiative was
the winner of the Prevention and Community Safety Award. The Wujal Wujal Aboriginal Shire Council in Queensland
was the winner of the 2018 National Award for Excellence in Local Government for its Ngana Muruku Jundkurrjiku Janay
Wujal Wujal Emergency Management Network and Community Forum.
The 4Cs High Tea Party in June raised awareness of the number of families in financial stress, many families are living
from one pay to the next. Council is looking at increasing funding to the 4Cs organisation.
Applicants for the Council CEO position (to replace the retiring Garry McQuillan) have been shortlisted. (Secretary’s
note: Ms Carol Jeffs was announced as the new Cardinia Shire CEO on 20 July 2018.
The Green Waste drop off program will be in operation at council depots this November (9am – 4pm).
The Freedom swing has been stolen again from Cochrane Park. Looking at hardened chain and other security
measures before a replacement is installed. This is the fourth time the swing has been stolen, if anybody has any
information please contact council or Koo Wee Rup Police.
New Welcome to Cardinia signs for Dalmore and Cardinia have been ordered.
Building Better Regions funding to be announced shortly. The Seasonal workers program has been scoped, with the
Department of Small Business. Officers visited several small businesses and properties in the area to assess the
importance of seasonal workers to the region. The program is being promoted as having a great benefit for local
growers, businesses and the town.
Local Motorcycle clubs have expressed some concerns about the new Motor Sports arena, the Pakenham Auto Club is
happy with arrangements to date. A Steering Committee has been established. The sale of the land currently used for
motorsport in the shire will be invested back in to motor sports in the shire.
The footpath from Grange Court to the Rail Trail will funded by council this financial year.
A project to investigate a rail trail from Cranbourne to Korumburra has been instigated.
Team11 the consortium supported by Cardinia, Casey and Dandenong councils has been shortlisted by the FFA for one
of the two expansion positions in the A League.
Frank Crameri queried the proposal to duplicate the Koo Wee Rup – Pakenham Road; will this include a duplication of
the Koo Wee Rup Bypass? At this stage, there are no plans to duplicate the bypass, that is a future stage of the
connection between Princes Freeway and South Gippsland Highway.
Frank Worcester asked whether the walking path along Icke Road could be extended in front of the Senior Citizens
Centre to link up with the proposed Grange Court to Rail Trail path. Trying to get road sealed and the footpath would be
part of this project.
There has been a proposal for a sports persons walk in Koo We Rup to celebrate those who have gone on to greater
success from sporting origins in the town.
Dragline: the sign needs to be completed. The secretary undertook to draft the sign and send it around to the
Cochrane Park Committee prior to the next Township Meeting. Gus Moore will investigate any other work needed on
the Dragline display.
Frank Worcester asked about the Labyrinth proposed for Cochrane Park. Councillor Brown told the meeting that there
was funding in the next council budget that included the construction of the labyrinth.
There was some discussion about the status of the Township
HAVE YOU GOT
Strategy; there has been no further word on the suggestion that
provisions in the strategy could be included as overlays in the
SOMETHING TO SAY?
planning scheme. There is continued subdivision of blocks in town
Have you got some news, a photo, or an
which are in contravention of the intent of the Township Strategy but
opinion you want to share with your
council officers have informed the Township committee that the
community? Why not say it in the
current status of the Township Strategy does not enforce these
Blackfish?
preferences they can only be used as a guide for development. The
Just drop me a line at
meeting was advised that any developments that were viewed as
blackfish@live.com.au
post to PO Box 64, KWR or phone
inappropriate need to have objections lodged with council so that
5997 2333
they would be reviewed, and potential additional conditions imposed.
Caroline Roff, Editor
This would add weight to any future change to the planning scheme.
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Christmas Festivities in Koo‐Wee‐Rup.
The Ladies Auxiliary from KRHS started the ball rolling when, after they had finished their basic plans for a proposed
Christmas festival called ‘Christmas on the Swamp’; they asked what other family activities will happen over the holiday
period? There is, of course, the wonderful carol service presented by the Lions Club but the Ladies wanted more local
Christmas presentations with a view to attract visitors to the Town and to give a warm sense of the Christmas season to
our junior and senior residents alike. The ladies say that it’s all about Christmas festivities this year and what the town
will and can do to make it memorable to visitors and a ‘must’ venue for passing tourists.
The ladies propose to organize their own festivity on the 16th of December, to be called ‘Christmas on the Swamp’ and
at this stage the Masonic Hall will be the setting. There will be many activities for the township’s children who will be
admitted free and adults will be asked to donate a gold coin. For instance: there will be prizes for best decorated cake,
pudding or shortbread, a Christmas stocking decoration, best dressed girl or boy, best decorated bicycle, a lucky dip, a
raffle with an additional door prize and, of course, Father Christmas will be there. There will also be about nine
decorated tables exhibiting the many wonderful talents of the local townsfolk. Barbecued meals will be provided and
cooked by qualified members of the Men’s Shed and also delicious sandwiches and scones will tempt you to eat more.
The Ladies proposal for additional activities
over the Christmas period culminated with
an agreement from the Township Committee
who created a sub‐committee to organize a
meeting of all interested parties, initially to
prepare an agenda and to discuss the
options that each party could offer to
enhance a great and happy Christmas in Koo‐
Wee‐Rup.
A meeting was held at the Men’s Shed on
Wednesday the 18th of July and Cr. Ray
Brown
took
on
the
role
of
Chairperson/Coordinator, a most suitable job
for our experienced Councilor. At this
meeting there were representatives of the
Township Committee, the Ladies Auxiliary,
the Men's Shed, the KWR Business
Association, the KWR Hospital CEO with his
KRHS volunteers, and the CWA.
The
attendees discussed various Christmas
activities: lighting around the Town,
especially at the clock tower, together with
decorations, including
shop window
trimmings that could all be organised for
Koo‐Wee‐Rup over the complete holiday
period. And not to forget a Christmas tree
(or two!) placed in a commanding
position(s). All the above activities will be
proudly presented with a district asparagus
growing theme in mind; with lots of images
etc., showing off to everyone Koo‐Wee‐Rup’s
place as Australia’s main supplier of
‘asparagus officinalis’.
A ‘brain storming’ session saw many
suggestions put forward; some were taken
on seriously and others were dismissed as
being possibly unachievable. The outcome was that the attendees will return to their own organisations to discuss with
their committees the positive suggestions from the evening. They will then return to the Men’s Shed on 15th of August
for a further meeting chaired by Cr. Ray Brown, to culminate agreed projects that will be undertaken or installed in Koo‐
Wee‐Rup for Christmas 2018.
Geoff Stokes
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The Koo‐Wee‐Rup Men’s Shed – all the latest news!
The Koo‐Wee‐Rup Men’s Shed continues to grow in stature and it is now recognized as one of the very best in the
State if not in Australia. This amazing achievement has been won by the untiring work of the president, the committee,
and of course the steadfast work of all the members. If you live in Koo‐Wee‐Rup and District, take note that all of our
very friendly members will give you a real warm welcome as you come through the door. There is always a genuine
open invitation to come along, meet us, and enjoy the company of real good blokes and maybe get a boost to your own
health and wellbeing at the same time.
On the 1st of September 2018 the Men’s Shed, in collaboration with the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Turning Point Church, are
having a Car Boot Sale in the grounds of the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Regional Health Service (KRHS) in Rossiter Road. All sellers
are very welcome and should contact Geoff Warren or George Fittock via the KRHS phone number 5997 9679. At the
same time on this day, there will be a super display of old and ancient motor bikes and … some newer ones we are sure!
So come along between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm, have a look round and remember; one person’s trash is another person’s
treasure.
Another very interesting event at the ‘Shed’ will take place on the 23rd of August 2018. On that day employees from
Bunnings Warehouse will meet residents from the hospital for an activity day. One of these therapy activities to be held
will be the assembly of tool boxes. There will be a sausage sizzle for all participants to indulge their hunger!
The pool (billiards) competition on
the last Friday of each month
continues to be well attended and
really enjoyed by the members and
visitors. There is a little bit of
showing off that goes on now and
again but, in general, the best person
on the night usually wins. That proud
player is the Shed’s hero for the next
month.
As mentioned last month, computer
lessons at the Shed have finished for
the season. Because of the coolness
in
the
weather
and
some
forthcoming holidays, the next
computer lesson sessions for
beginners and the ‘I know a bit about
computers folk’ will commence on
the 12th of October 2018; beginners
at 9:00 am and an intermediate class
will be held at 10:15 am. Details later
or phone Geoff on 59971974.
Finally; just a reminder that you can
buy lots of fresh vegetables from the
Men’s Shed garden with just a gold
coin donation. I also personally know
that their ‘green tomato and onion
relish’ they have made is just superb.
Today they tell me there is just one
jar of fig jam left for sale – I wonder
who will score that one lone jar?
To finish, here is the latest Men’s
Shed Tradies’ joke:
“I never wanted to believe that my
Dad was stealing from his job as a
road worker. But when I got home, all
the signs were there”.
Geoff Stokes.
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Monday to Friday
8.30am to 6pm
Sunday ‐ 10am to 4pm
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St John the Baptist Primary School
Winter Sports
Term three marks the start of the Interschool Winter Sports played each Friday
afternoon against other primary schools in the area. The Grade Five and Six
students are very excited, and have been practising eagerly. The football
matches will be played on our second oval, whilst netball and newcombe,
will be played on our new courts.
Winter Appeal
This year, our Social Justice Leaders came up with the theme ‘The Power
to CHANGE A LIFE is in Your Hands’. Over the holidays, families were asked
to look through their wardrobes for clothing in good condition to donate to
our Winter Appeal. The response so far has been amazing.
We are also collecting non‐perishable foods and toiletry items to support
our local St Vinnies who help a growing number of people within our local
community.
If you would like to add your support, St Vinnies would appreciate your
donations.
Enrolments for 2019 are now open
If you are interested in exploring the wonderful educational, social and
wellbeing opportunities that John’s have to offer, please contact the school
to arrange a tour and to meet the principal Mr Justin Greenwood.
(5997 1653)
Other key events this term include:
 Grade Three First Eucharist Mass
 Literacy and Numeracy Week
 Book Week Dress‐up Day
 Father’s Day Breakfast
 Footy Day

The St Vincent de Paul Society assists many families and
individuals each year across Koo Wee Rup and surrounding areas
through personal support and visitation. The St Vincent de Paul
Society is a worldwide charity that continues to develop new
ways of reaching out to those seeking our support. Through
visiting people in their homes, we can assist with educational
expenses, utilities, access to holiday homes, and network with
other agencies.
The St Vincent de Paul Society in Koo Wee Rup needs new
volunteers, to help it continue assisting local people in need.
Although the St Vincent de Paul society is a catholic based
organisation you don’t have to be a catholic to be a member. We
uphold Christian values and work in accordance with the rules
set down by the society. Anybody that aspires to assist people in
need and wants to see social justice in our community is invited
to come and see how the St Vincent de Paul Society operates in
the local area.
For more information contact: Rohan Smith on 0421 288 017
or rohans@svdp‐vic.org.au
If anybody needs any support, contact can be made by ringing
the hot line 1800 305 330 between 10:00 am and 03:00 pm
Monday to Friday.
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All your joinery/cabinetry needs.
No job too big or small.
Factory D3, 381 Rossiter Rd., KooWeeRup Vic. 3981
Stephen Johnson, 0425 779 537
kooweecabinets@gmail.com

GAVIN'S TEST AND TAG





Electrical Appliances
Extension / Caravan Leads
Plug Top Replacements
Home /Office/On Site

Serving Koo Wee Rup & District
Cert Atta 2447
Contact Gavin Ellis 0400971663
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Lions Club of Koo Wee Rup
There was a good deal of excitement in the Club at our second meeting in July, since we were able to welcome our
second new member of this new year. One of this Club’s
greatest supporters, Liz Wade, the manager of the Koo Wee
Rup branch of the Bendigo Bank joined our happy band.
Our Membership Chairman, Ron Payne, performed the
induction ceremony and he gave a brief overview of the
many humanitarian projects with which Lions is and has been
involved, both on an international and local level and
highlighted how all of the organisation’s most successful
projects had been started by a Lion having an idea and
working tirelessly to make it work.
It goes without saying that we all wish Liz a long and happy
association with the Club.
Liz’s sponsor, our Immediate Past President, Sheryl,
Our newest member, Liz, after her induction into the Club
presented Liz with her Lions lapel pin and name badge before she was
warmly welcomed into the Club.
It goes without saying that we all wish Liz a long and happy association
with the Club.
Popular member, Jill Bruin, was also honoured with an Australian Lions
Childhood Cancer Research Foundation Bronze Award for her continued
contribution to the Club over her years of membership – another quiet
achiever.
Also, Immediate Past President Sheryl Blay was presented with a special
pin from Lions Clubs International in recognition of the Club’s membership
growth during 2017‐2018.
The Club is well aware of the fact
that one of the leading causes of
death in Australia among all age
groups is sudden heart attacks, so
when
the
Club
received
Jill receives her award from IPP Sheryl
notification from St John Ambulance
Australia (VIC) inc that Lions Clubs were eligible to a significant discount on the
purchase of defibrillators we thought it would be a good idea to share this
opportunity with community groups who may be considering purchasing such
a piece of equipment.
For a significantly discounted cost groups can purchase a defibrillator, which
includes 3D signage, an alarmed wall mounted cabinet and, perhaps most
importantly, online training for up to 10 people, so the purchasers do not need
to be medically trained or qualified.
If you would like to learn more, or take advantage of this offer, please call
Club Secretary, Ken Blay on 5915 3613.
IPP Sheryl receives her award from
President Frank Grant

Kooweerup Regional Health Service Ladies Auxiliary

AGM
Friday, 3rd August 2018, 9.30 am
In the Education Room at the Hospital
(in the same building as the Pathology Service)

We would love to see some new faces to help us with fundraising for our hospital
Enquiries to Jan Fox, Secretary, 0408 390 337
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KOO WEE RUP MEDICAL CENTRE
has been providing comprehensive medical care
to Koo Wee Rup and surrounds for over 20 years.
Hours are:

Mon - Fri--- 9.00am to 6.00 pm
Sat---9.00 am to 12.30 pm

Our Doctors Are:

Dr Sandy Chandrananth
Dr Mathie Chandrananth
Dr Rachel Marr
Dr Mahesh Jayaratne.
Koo Wee Rup Medical Centre provides 'on site'
Pathology, Podiatry, Audiology, Dietician, a Mental
Health Social Worker & inpatient services at the
Koo Wee Rup Hospital & Aged Care.

Phone: 5997 1222

303 Rossiter Road

www.kwrmc.com.au
Page 18

August 2018

THE KOO WEE RUP BLACKFISH

August 2018

Koo Wee Rup Country Women’s Association
Change of office‐ KWR CWA
The KWR CWA have also moved its meeting location. The
next CWA meeting is Monday 6th of August at 7.00pm at the
Koo Wee Rup Senior Citizens Club on 1 Icke Road. All
welcome to attend. For more information on the KWR CWA
please
contact
President
Lyndsay
Sharp
at
kwrcwa@outlook.com
State Exhibition
On Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th of August The Country
Women’s Association of Victoria will be holding their state
exhibition of Creative Arts in Leongatha. Showcasing the
best creative minds of the 5800 members in Victoria, this
event is definitely worth viewing.
CWA of VIC – Creative Arts State Exhibition
Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th of August
9am‐5pm (Friday) and 9am‐4pm (Saturday)
Entry $10
Memorial Hall, 6 McCartin Street, Leongatha.
KWR CWA Trivia Night
The KWR CWA will be holding their annual Quiz night on
the 20th of October. An 18+ event with lots of prizes and
plenty of laughs. The theme this year is Halloween, so get
your costumes ready and book your table!

Koo Wee Rup Senior Citizens Club
Icke Road, Koo Wee Rup
A very good day was had by all who went to Wonthaggi for our Christmas in July. Our Friday lunches continue
to be well attended.
A reminder: the AGM will be held on Monday August 13th at 10.30am in our Club rooms.
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Friday
Enquiries

Weekly Activities
Bowls
1.30pm
7.30pm eyes down
Bingo
Lunch
11.45am
Hoy
1pm

Dianne D ‐ 0419 405 404

open to all
members only
open to all

Diane K ‐ 0408 663 655

Lang Lang & District Historical Society
Welcome visitors to our Heritage Centre
situated in Kester Kitchin Park, Lang Lang
We open each Wednesday,
11am-3pm or by appointment
Secretary Peter Hayden 0417 593 719

BAYLES FAUNA PARK
Working Bee
Sunday, 5 August, 9 am start
followed by a BBQ lunch
Next Meeting
Monday, 27 August, at 7.30pm
at Bayles Hall
All welcome
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NATIVE TREES
A good selection of Native Trees can
be found at

Kooweerup Trees & Shrubs
John & Maria Boekel
10 Bethunes Road, KooWeeRup
Phone 5997 1839
Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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Bunyip River Meats
Located next to Woolworths

** Don’t forget to check our **
weekly specials board
Friendly service
Lots of variety
Large range of gourmet products
Locally grown beef and lamb
Any needs can be catered for
Spit roast
Bulk packs available
Private bodies cut and packed
Cryovac available
Open 7 days a week

Shop 8, 26-29 Station Street, Koo Wee Rup, Phone 5997 1285

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic, Commercial

Specialising In








Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Water Damage/Flood Restoration
Suede and Microsuede Cleaning
Leather Cleaning
Vinyl Floor Strip and Seal
Stain Treatment
Truck Mount Extraction
Free Quotes

STERLING CARPET CARE
SERVICING GARFIELD, PAKENHAM, KOOWEERUP,
BERWICK AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Phone: Peter Walker
Mob: 0409 010 106

For Quality Carpet Care!
* IICRC Certification * SCRIA Member
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Koo Wee Rup Football Club
The Koo Wee Rup Football Club held its Annual Sponsors
and Life Members luncheon which was a huge success
with over 120 in attendance. Function organiser Peter
Huxtable and his hard working band of workers were
committed to ensuring that the Sponsors and the clubs
Life Members were treated to a relaxing day in return
for their ongoing support to the Koo Wee Rup football
Club. Guest speaker, Collingwood star Tyson Goldsack
entertained the crowd with stories of his football
journey from the Pakenham Football Club to the dizzy
heights of AFL football with the Magpies. Tyson
elaborated on the pressures of life in the AFL limelight,
in particular the difficulties of maintaining a spot in the
team when every other player is also seeking to
promote their own personal careers. At 31yrs of age,
Tyson Goldsack has retained his country boy outlook on
life and football and is currently in the process of
negotiating a new contract, now that he has overcome a
number of niggling injuries that have kept him out of
football over the past weeks.

Peter Huxtable introduces guest speaker Tyson Goldsack

Koo Wee Rup Bowls
Club News
Back to the Club as a member is
well known local Peter Lynch who
has been away from the Club for the past 7 years
including a stint with Corinella BC. Peter is still in the
work force but we hope that he will be able to find a
Tyson Goldsack and family
little time for the occasional game.
L to R: Grandparents, Shirley and Arthur Walker,
The Club has organized the following practice matches
Tyson Goldsack, parents Wendy and Peter Goldsack
for the Saturday Pennant competition in preparation for
the coming season. Sat. 1st Sept. Cardinia Waters at KWR, Sat. 15th Sept. Blue Hills at Blue Hills, Sat. 22nd Sept.
Cranbourne RSL at RSL & Sunday 30th Sept. Lang Lang at Lang Lang.
Tuesday Pennant practice matches have been organized on the following days. Tues. Sept. 4th against Cardinia Waters
at Cardinia Waters, Tues. Sept. 11th Berwick at Berwick, Tues. Sept. 18th Somerville at KWR & Tues. Sept. 25th Lang Lang
to be decided.
The games that were played on 3rd July commenced in cool conditions but improved as the day went on. Winning rink
for the day with 34 pts. was Maureen & Bob Lamport, Don Knight [Garfield]. The Runner team with 33 pts. was Ken
Allen, Del Dance & John Van Vugt [Cardinia
Waters].
Best 1st game went to Graeme Wilde, Simon
Koning, Brian Wright [Cardinia Waters] with 19
pts. and winning best 2nd game also with 19 pts.
were Brian Byrne, Tom Gogan & Alan Copley
[Cardinia Waters]. Due to the impending weather
forecast, the games that were due to be played
on 17th July were cancelled.
The Club has passed our sincere condolences to
newer members Steven & Luke Haines on the
passing of Steven’s father & Luke’s grandfather
after a battle with cancer.
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COMPUTERS UNPLUGGED
Hardware
Upgrades and repairs
Business systems and networks

6 Station St, Koo Wee Rup

FAST

FRIENDLY

RELIABLE

New Phone Number
8393 0530
www.computersunplugged.com.au
query@computersunplugged.com.au

Koo Wee Rup Community Centre
247 Rossiter Road, Koo Wee Rup
The Community Centre is used by a wide range of
groups to bring people together and foster a
positive community spirit in our local area.
From birthday parties to weddings, conferences to
community seminars, the Community Centre caters
for many different events in its three function rooms.
The centre is fully equipped with 250 padded seats,
25 tables that each seats 10 guests, a portable stage,
kitchen facilities and crockery – so you have
everything you need to ensure your function runs
smoothly.
MAIN FUNCTION ROOM
Cocktails, conferences and seminars – 250 seat
capacity
Banquets, weddings, and birthday parties (must be
21 or over) – 200 seat capacity
SWAMP ROOM
25 seat capacity
TOWER ROOM
10 seat capacity
Enquiries to kwrhall@gmail.com or 5997 2001
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Koo Wee Rup RSL Sub Branch Report
The Battle of Hamel (July 4th 1918) was a successful attack by the Australian Army and American Army infantry,
supported by British tanks against the then enemy positions in and around the town of Le Hamel in northern France
during WWI. The attack was planned and commanded by Lieutenant General John Monash. It was noted at the time
that Gen. Monash was more effective the higher he rose within the Army, when he had greater capacity to use his skill
for meticulous planning and organisation and to innovate in the area of technology and tactics, many of these
employed, such as the use of combined arms, illustrated the evolution of military tactics from the massed attacks
mounted earlier in the war. This was the great man's time and he delivered his masterpiece with military precision; all
the Allies objectives were achieved within 93 minutes, just 3 minutes longer than Gen. Monash's calculated battle time.
The Battle was Gen. Monash's first as commander of
the Australian Corp in which he made novel use of a
number of tactics, such as parachute drops of medical
supplies and rifle ammunition in cases and resupply by
tanks rather than by troops carrying supplies forward
equated to around 1200 men doing the same job. A
smile invades my face when I read of how every morning
our artillery spent two weeks conducting 'conditioning
firing' in the sector, firing gas and smoke shells at the
same time every morning. I am sure that everyone who
has served would know very well, how awkward those
gas masks were; they restricted one's movement,
situation awareness and ability to communicate ‐ add to
that blurred vision and, as the face piece filled up with
perspiration, one had the choice of drowning in it, or! ‐
nearly as good as a cup of tea, to a very dry throat.
I must include the American Army (AEF) contribution in
the battle. It was planned to integrate 48 man American
platoons into the 100 strong Australian companies. The
commitment of companies represented the first time in
history that US troops would fight under a foreign
commander.
When General John Pershing, the
commander of the AEF in France, learned of the plan, he
ordered the withdrawal of six American companies.
While some Americans disobeyed the order and stayed
with our troops, the majority moved back to the rear with
great disappointment.
There is so much that can be written
about this battle and, to my mind, it is
all very amazing ‐ one hundred years on
and we have come a long way in
military hardware especially in the area
of air power. To all those who laid
down their lives, those who fought for
our freedom and those who lost loved
ones and all the suffering and
heartbreak that took place, I wish to
offer our eternal gratitude to that
generation and the one that followed.
There were 1,062 Australian casualties
(including 800 dead).
We will remember them, lest we
forget.
Yours Aye, John Camilleri, President,
KWR RSL, Sub Branch 5629 4242
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The Outlook Community Centre strives to offer our community a variety of
programmes from term to term to both inspire you and fulfil your needs. Our
Term 3 Programme offers a variety of courses in Computers, Self Development,
Cuisine, Walking Groups, Health and Wellbeing, Language, Professional Training
and useful services including Free Legal Advice. Our complete Term 3 Programme is available online for you to go web
surfing to find the perfect programme for you. Courses are low cost with many such as Mahjong and ‘All Together’
Choir casual and a few dollars payable at each session. Don’t miss our famous Roaring 40s Jazz Morning Tea!
HOW TO ENROL IN A PROGRAMME: In Person: 24 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham; Online: www.outlookvic.org.au;
Telephone: 5940 4728; Email: communitycentre@outlookvic.org.au; Payment: Credit Card ‐ online, over the phone or
in person, Cash, cheque or EFTPOS
ROARING 40s JAZZ MORNING TEA
JOB SEEKERS INFORMATION SESSION SEMINAR
Enjoy the wonderful sound of a Roaring 40s New Orleans
Join this information session to find out about resumes,
Jazz Band. Includes morning tea.
interview techniques – how to get that job, presentation
Tuesday 16 October, 10.30am ‐ 1.00pm
Cost: $8
and the hidden job market job ads.
Friday 14 September , 10.00am – 12.00pm
Cost: $5 MAHJONG
Mahjong is a fun and popular puzzle game in Asia. Learn
‘ALL TOGETHER’ CHOIR
the meaning behind each tile and how to properly
Love Singing?
organise the tiles to play. The group is relaxed and
This Community choir is made up of people from all walks
of life. Come along and meet like minded individuals that
informal.
enjoy singing. No previous singing experience needed. A
Every Tuesday (Except Public Holidays),
variety of wonderful performance opportunities are
1.00pm ‐ 4.00pm
Cost: $3 per session
available.
BEGINNERS SKETCH CLUB
Thursdays commencing 19 July for 10 sessions
Master basic skills including placement, plans,
11.00am ‐ 12.30pm
Cost: $6 includes light lunch perspective, foreshortening, composition and visual
tension. Learn simple tricks to improve your sketching
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE & INTERNET SAFETY
and gain confidence. Suitable for absolute beginners
Tips and strategies for cleaning up and improving the
through to intermediate artists who want to brush up on
speed of your computer. Remove cookies, malware and
temporary files. Protect yourself, your computer and your
their fundamental skills.
privacy when you connect to the internet.
Fridays commencing 17 August for 6 sessions,
Tuesdays commencing 11 September for 2 sessions,
1.15pm – 3.15pm
Cost: $65
9.15am – 12.30pm
Cost : $10 PAKISTANI CUISINE
This cuisine is known for its beautiful aromatic and
TELL YOUR STORY ELECTRONICALLY
sometimes spicy flavours. It encompasses elements of
An introduction to adding animation, GIFs (computer
Indian, Afghan and Iranian cooking. The blend of these
images that move as an animated clip) and music to slide
shows and home videos.
techniques creates amazing complex flavours. Enjoy
BYO USB stick. BYO laptop recommended
eating your lunch with your fellow classmates.
Friday 7 September, 12.30pm – 3.00pm
Cost: $10 Wednesdays commencing 15 August for 6 sessions,
12.00pm ‐ 2.30pm
Cost: $70

JUSTICE OF
THE PEACE
For document
signing and
associated
services contact:

GARY KING
JP
0438 663 655
Page 30

THE KOO WEE RUP BLACKFISH

August 2018

Local Churches
By Heather Arnold, on behalf of the Koo Wee Rup Swamp Historical Society.
With the news that the Presbyterian Church in Koo Wee Rup is going into recess for a few years, I thought we would
have a look at the history of Churches in the area.
Church Services were often the first trappings of civilisation that early settlers brought to a new area and the Koo Wee
Rup area is no exception. In fact, the earliest religious service in the area was on March 1, 1840 on the Yallock Squatting
Run. William Thomas, the Protector of Aborigines, read prayers to the Aborigines. In his diary, Thomas wrote it was a
fine thing to hear the splendid liturgy of the Church of England, read to the blacks in the midst of their native forests,
where only a month or two before, a white man had never trod…we concluded the service by singing the Halleluiah
chorus … the sound rose on the night air and went echoing thro’ the forest. It is not recorded what the Aborigines
thought of this service.
In Koo Wee Rup, the first services were held in private homes ‐ Presbyterian services took place at the home of Mrs
Agnes Hudson, who owned the Grange. Locals
donated money to purchase a Church building
and the Wesleyan building from Cranbourne was
obtained at a cost of 70 pounds. This church,
designed by Architect Alfred Dunn, had been
erected in 1888 and it was transported to Koo
Wee Rup on a large trolley drawn by 13 horses
and placed on land donated by Christopher
Moody. The first service in this building was on
March 20, 1896. The Church of England (or
Anglican Church) and the Methodists also used
this building.
The first Anglican service was held on October
7, 1897. The foundation stone of St George’s was
Methodist Church relocated 1932

laid by the Bishop of Gippsland, Arthur Wellesley,
and it was dedicated on December 7, 1917. St
George’s Church was designed by Louis Williams of
North and Williams. Williams designed over 130
churches during his career, including the Finlay
McQueen Uniting Church in Lang Lang in 1936 and St
John the Evangelist Anglican Church in 1959, also in
Lang Lang. The Anglican Church closed in 2012 and
the congregation moved to the Uniting Church.
Yallock had opened their Methodist Home Mission
Station in 1907, with services being held in the hall. A
Methodist Church was built in 1909 but due to
declining numbers the Church was transferred from
Yallock to Koo Wee Rup in August 1932. This
building was moved to a camp in Grantville in 1978
Anglican Church 1940s
and a wooden church from Narre Warren East was
relocated to the site. This building was renovated, was given a brick veneer, a new hall was added and opened on
February 3, 1980.
For the Catholics, Mass was said on weekdays at O’Riordan’s house and at the Five Mile School from May 1896. The
first St John the Baptist Church was opened on August 24, 1902. This was replaced by the current church, in a Modernist
style, which was officially opened December 23, 1962.
The Seventh Day Adventist Church opened in Bayles on February 3, 1923.
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, St George’s Anglican Church and St John the Baptist Church are all listed on the
Cardinia Shire Heritage Study.
The Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Historical Society meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm at Mallow
house in Rossiter Road, corner of Henry Street. Our next meeting is Wednesday, August 8. New members welcome.
The Museum still isn’t open ‐ having a few issues with the floor. Check our Facebook page or contact me for an
update. Heather Arnold harnold@dcsi.net.au 0407 521 637.
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