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THE CHANGING FACE OF KOO WEE RUP

Station Street Koo Wee Rup in the 1940s (top left), in 1954 during
a parade for the Coronation Tour of Queen Elizabeth II (bottom
left), 1974 during the Sun Tour bike race (top right) and 2016 (bottom right). All the heritage photos are part of the Koo
Wee Rup Swamp Historical Society Collection and have recently featured on their facebook page.

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES (Edited Extracts)
The Township held its monthly meeting on Wednesday, 3 August. Township Meetings are open to anyone who would
like to attend. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 7 September at 7:30 pm at the Community Centre.
The cables to secure the boom on the dragline in Cochrane Park were not long enough. Additional cable has been
purchased and the arm should be secured and the dragline fenced shortly. Graffiti has been cleaned from the dragline.
Continued on Page 4
Items printed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the thoughts or beliefs of the Editor. The Editor reserves the right to edit any
items, where necessary. All work associated with the production of The Koo Wee Rup Blackfish is done on a voluntary basis.
Edited by C Roff email: blackfish@live.com.au
PO Box 64, Koo Wee Rup 3981, Tel 5997 2333
Printed by KWR Township Committee

Proudly supporting the Koo Wee Rup Blackfish
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Nite Stalker 140mm
Rechargeable LED
Hand Held Spot Light

12 v, 15w Ultra Bright LED
Long Range
12v + 240v Chargers
Normally $101.65 inc

SPECIAL $80.00 inc
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KOO WEE RUP FOOTBALL CLUB JUNIORS
What a busy last month of Junior football we have had.
We have celebrated the season with the 2016 Auskicker’s
and their families at their presentation night. All the kids
enjoyed dinner with their fans before receiving their Trophies.
Good Luck to the 5 Girls that are about to attend a Half Time
Match at Etihad Stadium. Have Fun!!
Under 8, 10 and 11’s finished their year of footy. All 3 sides
should be very proud of themselves. The teams showed
enormous improvement in their footy skills and team work.
Each side has shown their crowds just how passionate they
are towards their footy.
In the last few weeks the Under 12, 13 and 14’s have all
participated in finals in their respective age groups. Under
13’s made it through to the second week of finals showing
guts and determination along the way.
The Under 12’s were runners up in their Grand Final. The
team played in a tough battle only going down by a few
points. Well done to the Players, Coaches, Officials and
Parents of this team.
The Under 14’s won their Grand Final making it back to back
premierships for this age group. The team capped off a fine
season going undefeated for the year. An awesome year of

hard work.
A special mention to our two U12’s players
and one U14 player who have been invited to
attend the South East Juniors League
Presentation Night.
Good luck to Jett
Williams, Indiana Boswell and Kalin Parker
The Junior
Committee will
wrap up its
season shortly
with their
Junior
Presentation
Night and
AGM.
Pictured above
the Under 12
Runners up
Pictured below
the Under 14
Premiers
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES (Edited Extracts) (from Page 1)
Cr David Young reported on the following shire matters:
 The launch of Our Region Our Future: Securing an economic future for Gippsland and the Latrobe Valley final report
was held at Traralgon on 6 July. The main focus of the report was the staged closure of coal fired power stations in
the region.
 Together We Can ‐ A Year of Action to kick start the end of family violence in Cardinia Shire was launched on 26 July.
 A session on 'Be in the know ... before you go!' was held at Bunyip on 27 July. This was a very informative session
on end of life planning and is likely to be held at other locations in the shire in the future.
 On 31 July Jim Mynard launched his semi‐fictional novel 'On the Swamp' looking at the history of the settlement of
the Koo Wee Rup swamp.
 Council has received funding from the Federal Government to run 'Safer Streets' program to rejuvenate Bourke Park
in Pakenham.
Lou Bucello advised that the blue signs indicating the position of the St Sofia Sanctuary were still missing. Cr Young
asked for clarification as to where they had been positioned and undertook to follow up.
Lou asked what had held up the redevelopment the Dalmore/Manks Road intersection. The councillors advised that
this is a VicRoads project, so they did not have a definitive answer, but it seemed likely that poor weather had held up
the project.
Lou reported that a load of tiles
had been dumped outside his
property and, although council had
advised they would be removed,
they were still there several weeks
after initial advice. Cr Moore advised
that it was not unusual for 4‐5 weeks
to elapse before illegally dumped
rubbish was removed as the council
only collected around once a month.
Ray Brown advised that Ron
Ingram, President KWR RSL sub
branch, would attend next month's
Township Committee Meeting to
discuss the sub branch's plans for
new club rooms and a permanent
museum. Ray explained that the sub
branch had grown over the last few
years from a membership of one to
the current membership of over 80
people and they would like to build
club rooms to house these members.
The sub branch sold the old RSL
building some years ago and the
funds are being held in trust at
ANZAC House. They believe they can
fund the building of new club rooms
which they propose to locate in
Cochrane Park fronting Rossiter Road
where the old Railway house stood.
The club would like to build a club
room in this location and later a
permanent museum for the district's
military history behind it. Ray asked
those present to consider the
proposal and be prepared to discuss
the plans at the next meeting.
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KOO WEE RUP FOOTBALL REPORT
Over the past 113 year history of the Koo Wee Rup Football Club there has been impressive sets of brothers who have
donned the red and the blue for their beloved club. Family names such as Lavelle, Shelton, O’Hehir, Esler, Ingram, and
Dwyer are legendary around the club and in the local district football history.
Proudly we can now add the Millers to the list, as we now have another set of three brothers playing senior football
for the Demons, when U/18s captain Cody Miller joined his two brothers Ben and Tim when the Demons clashed with
Lang Lang recently. During the game, the call was “Miller to Miller to Miller” which should become a common
occurrence next season in the new
West Gippsland Football Netball League. If Cody was rapt to play, give some thought to mum and dad, Geoff and Tania
who rode every bump and crunch that their boys were involved in, particularly Geoff who play football at the top level
with St Kilda. The future certainly looks healthy for the club.

DATES TO REMEMBER
JUNIOR PRESENTATION
DAY
U/16s and U/18s
SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER
SOCIAL ROOMS
For further information see
facebook and website

SENIOR PRESENTATION
NIGHT
THURSDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
(AFL GRAND FINAL PUBLIC
HOLIDAY 30TH SEPT)
AMBERLEE RECEPTIONS
CRANBOURNE
Tickets now available from Dan
Crowley and committee
members
“THE MILLER BOYS” left to right; Geoff, Cody, Tim and Ben

KOO WEE RUP CRICKET CLUB
It’s exciting times down at Denhams Rd with not only our new training nets to be built later this year but also the
cricket club will be fielding an over 60s side in the Victorian over 60s competition.
Also the Koo Wee Rup cricket club is looking to become the first club in the West Gippsland Cricket Association to field
an all girls Under 10s side. Currently, we have 9‐10 girls that are playing and we are looking for some more. Girls that are
eligible to play in the under 12s can also play in the under 10s. If anyone would like to sign up or require more
information please call Joe Giacco 0409 188 571.
We also recently held our Junior registration night and had 50 kids sign up. There is still time to sign up for under 10s,
12s, 14s & 16s. If you wish to sign up for any of these grades please call Junior Secretary Richelle Anderson
0405 159 671.
The Senior club is also looking good with us getting around 30 players to each of the sessions we have had so far. With
the season over just a month away, anyone that’s interested in playing senior cricket for our club can contact President
Paul West 0400 652 859 for more information and training dates and times.
Also, we are again selling Social Membership packs for supporters. If anyone is interested in buying one, please call
Vice President Glen Burns 0405 609 688 for more information.
Koo Wee Rup Cricket Club is proudly
sponsored by
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WHAT WAS THAT SIREN?

August 2016

It was the Koo Wee Rup Fire Brigade back up siren to alert all of the volunteers to attend the
station for a turn out call. It’s also used to let the local community know we are about to be
out and about on a call.
24/7/2016 – Smell of gas in house – Lang Lang
6/08/2016 – Flames sighted, burn off not registered with CFA – South Gippsland Hwy
13/08/2016 – Flames sighted, false alarm – South Gippsland Hwy Monomeith
13/08/2016 – Car fire in garage – Lang Lang
Pictured:
One of our
members packing up their
breathing apparatus after
attending a fire call.
Only working smoke alarms
save lives.
Use
long‐lasting
9V
alkaline batteries in your
smoke alarm to ensure year‐
round protection.
Test smoke alarms once a
month. The alarm should
produce a loud "beep beep
beep beep" sound when you
press the test button using a
broom handle.
Use the brush attachment
on your vacuum cleaner to
dust the smoke alarm every
six months
Help your elderly family,
friends and neighbours to
make sure their smoke
alarm is working
Do your kids know what to do when the smoke alarm goes off?
Simple actions like getting down low and crawling under smoke save lives, and every family should have a home fire
escape plan that identifies all possible escape routes.
Smoke alarms for the deaf and hard of hearing
Special smoke alarms are available for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. These feature a flashing strobe light
and a vibrating pad that can be placed under the pillow to activate when the alarm sounds.
Profoundly deaf people can apply for a smoke alarm subsidy to help cover the costs of visual and vibrating smoke
alarms. For further details visit the VicDeaf website.

AGM
Koo Wee Rup Community Centre
Committee of Management
Wednesday, 12 October, 7pm
at the Community Centre
New people interested in
becoming part of the committee
are welcome

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Early in 2015 St Georges opened its doors as 'the collective'.
The idea for this business was developed by someone whose
only real interest in retail was going shopping. But she had a
passion to make available to small business owners a place that
was not only affordable but also safe and supportive for them
to have a go at getting their business out there. A number of
these businesses went on to have their own shop fronts.
Nikole Charlton was the person with that passion and with her
investment in developing the collective she has contributed to
expanding koo wee rup's retail shopping experience.
So, to now, as you know Sarah and Joe have taken over 'the
collective' and they're loving it. Sarah's smile says it all!
Vicki Charlton
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HAVE YOU GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
Have you got some news, a photo, or an opinion you want to
share with your community? Why not say it in the Blackfish?
Just drop me a line at blackfish@live.com.au post to PO Box 64,
KWR or phone 5997 2333
Caroline Roff, Editor
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL. KOO WEE RUP SECONDARY COLLEGE
Sporting Achievements. I would like to highlight and thank all the staff and students who have been participating in a
wide range of interschool sports this term. I constantly read detailed reports from our staff about how well Koo Wee
Rup Students are doing when representing the college. It highlights the large participation rate we have and the
wonderful extra work our staff do to engage students.
It is pleasing to see the College engage with the Olympic flavour with a wide range of activities being undertaken. The
Year 8 Learning Community have the Olympics on the Big Screen for students to watch (and many staff). They have also
started to organise their next inquiry based unit around the Paralympics. The staff have also been actively engaged in a
competition involving sporting moments.
The Young Leaders to China program is well under way with staff member Rowen Griggs working closely with our
students. They have an upcoming city camp where they will be presented with Blazers from the Parliamentary Secretary
for Education. The College Principal and Assistant Principal Margaret Nicolson will also represent the College at this
event.
We are pleased to welcome back our Alpine school students from the Snowy River Campus. All the students had
experienced a fantastic time and have grown in their Leadership capabilities. We look forward to their community
project. The College is delighted to be invited back into the project for 2017. We have accepted and plans are underway
to select the next group of students.
The Year nine team is also well underway in its planning for an internal Year nine program that focuses on developing
life skills and Career Pathways for students. The aim of the program is to expose Year nine students to experiences
separate from the mainstream academic program.
GREASE THE MUSICAL had it’s opening night on Thursday 25. It was
a well attended evening. Students, staff and parents had a fantastic,
entertaining evening. Lots of old favourite songs and plenty of
laughs. A full report will be ready for the next edition of Blackfish.
Kym Bridgford Retirement.
The College would like to acknowledge past Principal Mr. Kym
Bridgford and extend an invitation to the Koo Wee Rup Community
to join us on Tuesday September 13,2016 at the Ranfurlie Golf Club
from 5.00‐7.00pm. $20.00 covers Savouries and a gift. Drinks at bar
prices.
Access to this event from www.kwrsc.vic.edu.au or cash payments
through the College office.
R.S.V.P September 9th, 2016.
Jump Rope for Heart was a two day extravaganza, run by the student Leaders and SRC. Congratulations to Kate
Weymouth and her team. Two hundred dollars was raised from this event.
Staff and students had a great time with this event, lots of fun for everybody.
Felix Patton, Principal, Koo Wee Rup Secondary College
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KOO WEE RUP RSL SUB BRANCH REPORT
Hello to everybody again. We are starting to get some warmer weather again and this is helping us with our museum
work. Things are progressing nicely, our meeting room kitchen is now in and finished thanks to George, Dave, Ted and
Daryl. Next stage is to paint the museum floor and start moving in. We can hardly wait!
Our sub branch is now starting to look forward to our Remembrance Day service and poppy sales. We will be holding
a service at the cenotaph on the 11th of November at 11am. Please join us if you can. We are hoping to have the drum
band of TS Tingara.
Our poppy programme is coming along really well, if you would like to help you can ring Lyn on 0409 959 821. These
poppies can be crocheted, knitted, etc. We are hoping to make a large 'Lest We Forget' sign.
Finally, we are close to having the final design for our future museum/RSL sub branch meeting rooms ready for release
to our local community. More on that next month.
For now, yours in service, Ron Ingram, President KWR RSL Sub Branch

KOO WEE RUP BOWLS CLUB NEWS
In beautiful winter conditions, weather wise, we held our penultimate day of the Friday Winter
Triples competition for the season on 5th August. With the results being Best Last Game was won by
Nick Filius, Ken Walton (KWR) & Ray Leggett (Pakenham) with 19 pts. & 16 shots up. The Runner Up
rink for the day was George Crynes, Tony Jolly (KWR) & Phil Wright (Corinella) with 36 pts. Winning
team for the day with 37 pts. was Peter Bott, Brian Norton & John Moore (Pakenham). A big thank you to Ken
Hammond who received a very late phone call at 10.20 to replace an unavailable player and made himself available to
play coming across from Pakenham. Well done Ken and the organizers certainly appreciated your co‐operation.
Unfortunately the final day on 19th August had to be cancelled due to the inclement weather forecast in direct contrast
to the previous fortnight. Thanks to the players from various Clubs who supported this competition. We must also thank
our sponsors for this competition ‐ IGA Supermarket (Tooradin) for the prize money & Bunyip River Meats (KWR) for
meat vouchers. Their support during the season is very much appreciated by our Club. Our Summer competition starting
date will be decided shortly and players notified.

NEW HOME FOR KOO WEE RUP MEDICAL CENTRE
Koo Wee Rup Medical Centre has moved to a brand new purpose built centre at 303 Rossiter Road, Koo Wee Rup.
The clinic had outgrown the old practice site which had been a medical centre for over 55 years.
The centre welcomes two new GPs, Dr Rachel Marr and Dr Thushy Amaranaathan as well as onsite audiology and sleep
specialists. The centre will soon have onsite pathology, podiatry and physiotherapy. An onsite chemist is planned for
the future.
The old clinic will soon be on the market and is likely to return to its original residential status.
The new clinic features a spacious waiting room (left). The
old waiting room would probably fit into the new children's
play area!

BAYLES FAUNA PARK
Working Bee

Annual General Meeting

Sunday, 11 September
9 am to 12 noon
followed by a sausage sizzle

Monday, 26 September
at 7pm
at Bayles Hall
All welcome
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY SCHOOL, KOO WEE RUP

Enrolments for 2017 are now open
If you are interested in exploring the wonderful educational, social and wellbeing opportunities that St John’s have to
offer, please contact the school to arrange a tour and to meet the principal
Mr Justin Greenwood.
Planning for 2017 has already commenced and please note that
enrolments for 2017 Prep/Foundation students close in September.
To help prepare students for the transition from kinder to school, we
have carefully developed a 5 session orientation program that allows us to
really get to know your child before starting.
Our Prep/Foundation orientation sessions are on Mondays; 24th October,
7, 14, 21 & 28th November
If you interested in finding out more, we can be contacted on
(03) 5997 1653
On Wednesday 17th August, sixty students from grades three to six competed in the District Athletics at Casey Fields.
Students took part in discuss, high jump, triple jump, long jump and shot putt as well as track events. Congratulations to
the students who have made it through to the Division round. We wish you all the best!
Our F – 2 students were visited by Monash Health for a dental education session and check‐up on Friday 14th August.
Many were very shocked to see what their teeth may look like if not looked after properly! The children also discovered
which food and drinks are good for our teeth, tying in with their current health‐related inquiry unit.
On 23rd August our Foundation (Prep),
Grade 1 and Grade 2 children went on an
excursion to Scienceworks. They had the
best time! Most children didn’t want to
come home. They loved the Sportsworks
exhibit where they ran, jumped and used
their muscles in lots of different ways. The
Pump Station was good and the playground
was great fun. Nitty Gitty Super City however was their favourite place in
Scienceworks. They saw things that live in our gardens, they could build and move
lots of things, make music and saw Melbourne made out of lego. Wow! What a
great day!
Thirteen Grade Four children received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first
time on Sunday 27th August. This Sacrament is the third Sacraments of initiation
and is considered a great source of nourishment for all Catholics.
As part of our Literacy and Numeracy Week celebrations during the last week of
August, students will
participate in a range
of activities including
a Book Character
Dress‐up Day, a whole
Story Telling incursion ‘Fair Dinkum’, a Reading Line and
multi‐age mathematic activities. Friday will finish off a very
busy week with an early start for Father’s Day Breakfast,
sausage sizzle lunch followed by the Manser Cup, a sports
activity afternoon with KWR Primary.
It is always great to see many parents and local
community getting involved in these activities.
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COMPUTERS UNPLUGGED
Hardware
Upgrades and repairs
Business systems and networks

6 Station St, Koo Wee Rup

FAST

FRIENDLY

RELIABLE

5997 1381
www.computersunplugged.com.au
query@computersunplugged.com.au

Koo Wee Rup
News, Post, Tatts
&
OfficeSmart
Newspapers
Magazines
Cards
Gifts
Books
Toys
Ink Cartridges
Copy Paper

Post Office
Monday to Friday
8.30am to 5.30am
Saturday
8.30am to 2.00pm

Banking
Fax Services
Billpay
Business Banking
Stationery
Diaries & Calendars
Toner
Tattslotto

Newsagency
6.00 am to 5.30pm
6.00 am to 4.00pm

Telephone: 59971456 or Fax 59971953
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Bunyip River Meats
Located next to Woolworths

** Don’t forget to check our **
weekly specials board
Friendly service
Lots of variety
Large range of gourmet products
Locally grown beef and lamb
Any needs can be catered for
Spit roast
Bulk packs available
Private bodies cut and packed
Cryovac available
Open 7 days a week

Shop 8, 26-29 Station Street, Koo Wee Rup, Phone 5997 1285

Carpet Cleaning
Domestic, Commercial

Specialising In








Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Water Damage/Flood Restoration
Suede and Microsuede Cleaning
Leather Cleaning
Vinyl Floor Strip and Seal
Stain Treatment
Truck Mount Extraction
Free Quotes

STERLING CARPET CARE
SERVICING GARFIELD, PAKENHAM, KOOWEERUP,
BERWICK AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Phone: Peter Walker
Mob: 0409 010 106

For Quality Carpet Care!
* IICRC Certification * SCRIA Member
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KOO WEE RUP LIONS CLUB
As mentioned in last month’s article, the members were greatly looking forward to the Club final of the Junior Public
Speaking Competition, which was held at the Koo Wee Rup bowls Club on the evening of 17th August.
Between 50 and 60 were in attendance to enjoy the outstanding efforts of the participants, being Year 3/4 and Year
5/6 students from the local primary schools.
After introducing the judging panel, being Assistant Principal, Leonie McGinley from Koo Wee Rup Secondary College;
Bendigo Bank Manager, Andrea Vincent and Lion Maurice Schwennesen, a member of the Lions Club of Strzelecki, Club
President, Ron Payne introduced the students.
Year 3/4: Talia Pereira (Bayles Regional PS), Chayse Everitt (Lang Lang PS), Shaylee Travis (KWR PS)
Year 5/6: Cooper Bassett (Bayles Regional PS), Nikita Ranke (Lang Lang PS), Indianna Boswell (KWR PS)
The topic each of the Year 3/4 students was required to discuss was “You are a superhero. Tell us about your super
powers and how you found out you had them. Are other members of your family blessed with similar powers and how
do you keep these facts a secret?”
Chayse Everitt informed us he was Invisiman, getting his name from the fact that when he flew while carrying out
crime fighting missions with his other superhero friends he was invisible. Apparently none of the other members of his
family possessed the powers he enjoyed.
Shaylee Travis adopted the superhero name of Poison Ivy and outlined a typical day in the life of that person. Poison
Ivy’s mission was to turn The Joker from a life of crime to putting his powers toward fighting crime and changing his
reputation accordingly. It would appear that none of Poison Ivy’s family had her superpowers.
Talia Pereira in her superhero form was Supermash, with super strength enabling her to lift anything, which was used
in the fight for good over evil, particularly against her arch enemy, Doomsday. Supermash’s powers are able to make
enemies become friends, unhelpful people become helpful and rude people polite.
The topic each of the Year 5/6 students was required to discuss was “A day in the life of your chosen profession”
Nikita Ranke spoke most eloquently about her desire to become an artist, since she has a passion for drawing using
charcoal, graphite and pastels, all of which can be used so expressively in drawings. Nikita recognised that it can be
difficult to make a reasonable living from being an artist, but that is compensated by being able to express oneself
through art and to be involved with something she truly loves.
Cooper Bassett took us through the day in the life of an ER doctor, with the need to quickly assess patients as they
arrive in the emergency room, to recommend treatment and medication. Although the hours are long and the work is
demanding, the sense of doing something really valuable makes the commitment worthwhile.
Indianna Boswell took us onto the battlefield, where, as a soldier in the Australian Army, he was involved in a skirmish
against the enemy. Although the life was hard, as, very often, were the conditions under which soldiers had to operate
the whole thing was worthwhile because of the mateship and the knowledge that one was fighting for one’s country.
Head Judge, Leonie McGinley remarked that each year the standard of presentation by the students has improved.
The use of eye contact, voice modulation was very effective in engaging the audience, as was the use of drama and
humour. All students’ presentations clearly showed they had done their research, which was most important.
Talia Pereira was declared the winner of the Year 3/4 section and Indianna Boswell winner of the Year 5/6 section.

L to R Club President Ron Payne, Year 3/4 Winner,
Talia Pereira with very proud teacher Meg Donnan

L to R Leonie McGinley, Club President Ron Payne, Year 5/6 Winner,
Indianna Boswell and another very proud teacher Simon Price
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KOO WEE RUP BUSINESS ASSOCIATION REPORT
To the community of, and visitors to, Koo wee rup,
Report of the KBA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
On Tuesday 16th August the association held its AGM in Estelle's craft room at Craft Quarters (beside the motel on
station St.). Brent and his crew at the Chandelier Cafe catered for the event providing some delicious nibblies for
everyone. Graeme Moore, shire councillor, chaired the meeting. A few new faces around the table, a couple of them
attending as new members. A new executive was elected as follows;
President,
Vicki Charlton
Secretary,
Andrea Vincent
Minutes secretary,
Ken Blay
Assistant secretary,
Nikole Charlton
Treasurer,
Nikole Charlton
Below is an excerpt from the AGM presidents report.
The association has maintained a strong membership this year. Considering the pace of our lives, members have
maintained a good connection, with quite a number attending meetings on a regular basis.
Some of the items dealt with in the past 12 months are;
A vision, mission and values statement was developed, presented to members and put in place.
The Swamp Tower advertising board project was finalised and installed. This project had become a bit of an epic but
we forged ahead taking all hurdles in our stride. We think it looks fabulous and hope you agree.
We developed presentation folders, containing brochures from local businesses and community groups, which are
being distributed by our local real estate agents to new residents
moving into the area.
THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN
David Young's council updates have been a welcome addition to
It's Sunday morning 28th August, and I have
our meetings. They provide members with important information
just had a visit from the first influx of guys (Ni‐
that may affect them or impact on local businesses in general.
Vans) from Vanuatu. As most of you know,
I believe that all things considered, including the first year
they arrive about this time each year to work
following the opening of the bypass, that the association and Koo
on our local asparagus farms. There will be
wee rup businesses in general have maintained a positive attitude
more new faces this year, joining the regulars
thereby continuing to be a strong business community.
who have been working here for 5 years or
Sincerely, Vicki Charlton
more. There will be many more arriving over
Report of KBA general meeting
the coming weeks and months. Let's all
At the conclusion of the AGM we proceeded with the August
welcome them back and make them feel at
general meeting at which time the attending members and guests
home.
jumped straight back into lively discussions about a range of items.
Vicki Charlton
This was a great start to the beginning of the membership year and,
in my mind, proves that the association remains strong and focused
on koo wee rup's business future.
Some of the discussion involved looking into getting more
directional signage for Koo wee rup business. It's an item that has
been raised and looked at a number of times but due to time
constraints, associated with running your own business, bringing it
to a conclusion has, as yet, not been possible. So we hope to be
looking into this in the future.
As we've just begun it seems that's all there is to be reported, so
until next month please take care.
Ciao for now
Vicki Charlton
Rainfall for the period 27th jul‐25th aug (Lang Lang) 50 ml
For any information on the association including;
Meeting times and dates
Membership
Please call Vicki Charlton on 0413 384 480 (used to be new)
Andrea Vincent on 5997 2266 (Bendigo Bank)
Nikole Charlton on 0419 699 965 (Inner Psych Solutions)
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NATIVE TREES
A good selection of Native Trees can
be found at

Kooweerup Trees & Shrubs
John & Maria Boekel
10 Bethunes Road, KooWeeRup
Phone 5997 1839
Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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harmony lane
at “used to be new”
124 Station Street, Koo Wee Rup,
Phone: 0413 384 480

Incenses, Oils, Soaps,
Crystals and more
Lang Lang & District
Historical Society
Welcome visitors to our Heritage Centre
situated in
Kester Kitchin Park, Lang Lang
We open each Wednesday 10.30-3pm
or by appointment
Secretary Joy Adderley 5997 5489

Koo Wee Rup Senior Citizens
Club
Friday Lunch:
2 Course Meal and Refreshments
Starts 12 Noon $6.00 for Members
Friday Hoy:
Card Game with Prizes for Everyone
$2.00 1.00pm to 3.00pm
Monday Carpet Bowls:
Starts 1pm $2.00 All Welcome
Tuesday Night Bingo:
Must Be Over 18 Eyes Down 7.30pm
Sharp
New Members Welcomed
For only $10.00 per year you can enjoy all
activities and many trips throughout the year

For New Membership ring Diane
King 0408 663 655
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Outlook Community Centre has some fantastic low cost options to get you out of
the house to meet with other members of your community and have some fun!
Come along and give one a try. Payment is taken on the day for these
programmes, we just ask that you call ahead to book in and fill out an enrolment
form on your first visit. Easy! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call us.
To view our complete Term 3 Programme, please visit www.outlookvic.org.au
Enrolment: Online, In person, Email or Over the Phone
Payment: Online, In Person or Over the Phone
Phone: 5940 4728 Email: communitycentre@outlookvic.org.au Address: 24 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham, 3810
KNIT AND KNATTER
TECHNOLOGY SAVVY SENIORS
Learn how to knit or crochet, pass your skills onto others
Keep up to date with the ‘digital world’ with this hands‐on
or learn new stitches. Suitable for all ages and abilities.
informal class. Learn new skills ‐ computers, iPads,
3rd Saturday of the Month
17 September
iPhones. Covers Windows 10, email, internet, Microsoft
10.00am ‐ 2.00pm
Cost: $3 per session
Office, photos/videos, social media and tips and tricks.
GARDENING GROUP MEETINGS
Previous computer skills not necessary.
Use our laptops and iPads, or bring your own.
Group meets on the first Friday of the month. Come along
Wednesdays during school term
10.00am ‐ 12.30pm to enjoy guest speakers, information sharing, problem
Cost : $3 per session solving and swapping cuttings. Have a cuppa, meet other
avid gardeners and have an input into the future activities
CARD GAMES SOCIAL GROUP
of the group.
Bridge, 500, Canasta, Euchre, Solo
We also schedule optional excursions each term. Stay
Do you enjoy playing card games? Looking to exercise
tuned for Term 4!
your brain and have fun doing so? Join this group and
7 October
1st Friday of the month
gather with others who love playing card games of all
10.30am ‐ 12.00pm
Cost: $3 per session
types. Informal, friendly and
non‐competitive.
MARKETPLACE MARCHERS WALKING GROUP
Every Tuesday 1.00pm ‐ 4.00pm Cost: $3 per session Don’t let the rain, wind or heat stop you from staying fit
and healthy. This group walks in air conditioned comfort
OVER 50S WOMENS FRIENDSHIP GROUP
inside the shopping Centre. Join this safe and comfortable
Join other over 50s women for fun, friendship and
physical activity.
support. Enjoy coffee, chatting, excursions, guest
Pakenham Central Marketplace,
speakers and other activities. Come along and get to
50 ‐ 54 John St, Pakenham
know other members of your community.
Every Friday (Except Public Holidays)
Tuesdays
10.00am ‐ 12.00pm Cost: $2 per session
8.00am ‐ 9.00am
Cost: FREE
TOOMUC VALLEY WALKING GROUP
FUNCTIONAL FITNESS
Our Heart Foundation Walking Group caters for walkers of
Functional fitness exercises train the body to make it
all levels. Enjoy a walk through parklands, enjoy the fresh
easier and safer to perform everyday activities. Improve
air and come back invigorated. A great way to stay fit and
balance, agility and muscle strength. This class is suitable
healthy and meet other community members.
for all ages and fitness levels.
Meet at Outlook Community Centre Reception
Tuesdays during school term
9.15am ‐ 10.15am
Every Tuesday (Except Public Holidays)
Cost: $5 per session
9.30am ‐ 10.30am
Cost: FREE
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CARLO CATANI
By Heather Arnold, on behalf of the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Historical Society.
The name of Carlo Catani is familiar to most of us as we know that he was one of the Engineers in charge of the Koo‐
Wee‐Rup Swamp Drainage scheme and that the town of Catani was named after him, but not many of us would be
familiar with his life story.
Carlo was born on April 22 1852 in Florence in Italy. He was the son of
Enrico Catani, who was a merchant, and Augusta Geri. He was educated
as a Civil Engineer at the Technical Institute of Florence. Carlo and his two
friends, Pietro Baracchi and Ettore Checchi, arrived in Melbourne, via
New Zealand, in September 1876.
The trio were employed as draftsmen by the Department of Lands and
Survey. In 1880, Catani was registered as a Surveyor and in 1882 he and
Checchi joined the Public Works Department as Engineering draftsmen.
By 1886, they were both assistant Engineers. Checchi (1833 ‐ 1946) went
on to become an Engineer with the State Rivers & Water Supply
Commission when it was established in 1906. Baracchi (1851 ‐ 1926)
became the Acting Government Astronomer for Victoria and later joined
the Commonwealth Government as an Astrologist and Meteorologist.
Catani was promoted to the Head of his Section in 1892. In 1893, the
Public Works Department resumed the control of the Swamp drainage
works from private contractors and Catani was appointed as the
Engineer. Catani implemented the Village Settlement Scheme. Under this
Scheme, all workers had to be married, accept a 20 acre block and spend
a fortnight working on the drains for wages and a fortnight improving their block and maintaining adjoining drains. The
villages were Koo‐Wee‐Rup, Five Mile, Cora Lynn, Vervale, Iona and Yallock.
Catani was also responsible for the first mechanical equipment used on the Swamp. He had ordered the Lubecker
Bucket Dredge in 1912 and it arrived in 1913 at a cost of £4,700. It weighed 80 tons and had a capacity of 61 cubic
metres per hour. A labourer at the time dug about 8 cubic metres per day. It was used on the Lang Lang River, then on
the Main Drain, Cardinia Creek and Yallock Drain.
Catani’s other work with the Public Works Department included flood mitigation works on the Yarra River. He was
responsible for planting the elms, oaks and poplars along Alexandra Avenue. He designed the Morrell bridge. The laying
out and planting of the Alexandra Gardens was also carried out under Catani’s direction. His last major project was the
reclamation of the St Kilda foreshore. The gardens he designed at the end of Fitzroy Street were named after him as was
the Catani arch bridge on the St Kilda foreshore. There is a bronze bust of Carlo Catani on the Clock tower on the St Kilda
esplanade. Contemporaries of Catani said that he 'saw possibilities to which others were blind' and that he had
'unfailing courtesy and a kindly nature.'
Carlo was naturalised in 1892 and never returned to Italy. He married Catherine Hanley of Port Fairy on May 18 1886
at the Anglican Church at Fitzroy. They had six children, Edward (b.1886 and d.1887), Elvira May (1888‐1947), Enrico
Ferdinando (b.1891‐killed in Action in France in 1916), Ettore Luigi (1893‐1967), Eugenia Anastasia (1895‐1915) and Enid
Marguerite (1899‐1950). Catani died in 1918 and is buried at the Brighton cemetery. Catherine died in 1925, aged 68.
None of the children married.
I looked at Enrico's Military Record and found that he was Killed in Action on July 29th 1916. Enrico was a Second
Lieutenant, had served at Gallipoli before serving in France. He was buried at Cemetery Post Station, near Pozieres.
However in an interesting and poignant twist, in 1932 the body of an 'unknown' soldier was exhumed from another
location and this was identified through the identification disc and other personal effects to be Enrico Catani. There are
a series of letters in Enrico's Military file between the Australian War Graves Service and Enid Catani regarding this
discovery. In the end Enrico was buried again in the Serre Road Cemetery near Beaumont Hamel, in France. The body of
the Officer, who was initially thought to be Enrico, now has a headstone stating that he is an 'unknown Australian
Lieutenant'. In one of the letters Enid sent to the Government regarding the discovery of her brother's body, Enid said
that her surviving brother, Ettore, had never recovered from the shock of Enrico's death and is under the care of the
Master‐in Equity of the Supreme Court. The Master‐in‐Equity looked after people who did not have the legal capacity to
care for themselves. It’s sad to think that effectively, the family lost two sons to the First World War.
The Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Historical Society meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm at Mallow
house in Rossiter Road, corner of Henry Street. New members welcome. The Museum is open the second and fourth
Sundays from 1.30pm until 4.30pm. Heather Arnold harnold@dcsi.net.au 0407 521 637
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