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KBA CLASS OF 2015
16 local traders have taken themselves back to the classroom taking advantage of a business workshop and mentoring
program facilitated by Cardinia Shire Council and sponsored by the state government. The aim of the program was to
ensure that they have the necessary strategies to move their businesses into the future in a positive manner. Three
workshops were followed up
with five one‐on‐one mentoring
sessions which helped to
consolidate their learnings.
The opening of the bypass has
created a quieter and nicer place
to shop, but there is less passing
trade. The KBA traders wanted
to make sure they could adapt to
the new environment.
Participants spoke of learning
how to grow their businesses
into the future with a feeling of
renewed confidence, of building
better relationships with other
traders and working together to ensure that traders in Koo Wee Rup not only survive but grow into the future.
Congratulations to all the graduates; an exceptional effort to take on this work as well as running a small business.
Cardinia Shire has posted three videos with edited highlights of the 3 workshops on their YouTube channel. Just search
'Cardinia TV' on YouTube and look for the three Koo Wee Rup Business Program 2015 videos: 'Understanding your
customers and their needs', 'Ensuring your customers return' and 'Effective use of social media'.
More on Back Page

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES (Edited Extracts)
The Township held its monthly meeting on Wednesday, 6 May. Township Meetings are open to anyone who would like
to attend. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3 June at 7:30 pm at the Community Centre.
Cr Graeme Moore advised that Council officers have inspected the ramp on the footpath at the corner of Station St and
Rossiter Rd and it is within Australian Standards for wheel chair accessible ramps of this type. Council engineers have
recommended a change to the tactile surface to make it less slippery. If council were to make the slope less steep this
would create problems in the footpath as the top of the ramp would be closer to the shop fronts. Council has only had
one injury report from this location and that was 16 months ago. Councillor Moore took on notice further incident
reports from the meeting tonight and will ask council officers to again review the ramp and provide other options for
improvement.
Councillor Young reported that the Koo Wee Rup ANZAC service was again very successful. Councillor Young extended
his congratulations to the Koo Wee Rup RSL for an excellent job in organising the event and the Koo Wee Rup
community for its support of this important commemoration. He estimated the crowd at between 800 and 1,000.
The Koo Wee Rup Bypass Community Day was well attended and many people enjoyed the walk over the bridge. The
bypass should be open within the next 2 to 3 weeks. Lend Lease have completed the project under budget and well
ahead of schedule.
Continued on Page 4

Proudly supporting the Koo Wee Rup Blackfish
The Koo Wee Rup Blackfish is supported by Cardinia Shire Council
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All work associated with the production of The Koo Wee Rup Blackfish is done on a voluntary basis.
Printed by KWR Township Committee
Edited by C Roff email: blackfish@live.com.au PO Box 64, Koo Wee Rup 3981, Tel 5997 2333
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Saturday
June 20th
At 10:30am
At Koo Wee Rup Scout Hall
3 Mickle Street
$5 for morning tea of tea/coffee
and scones with jam and cream
Also a sausage sizzle, raffle and a
door prize
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DRAGLINE FOR COCHRANE PARK
A joint project by the Cochrane Park Development Committee and the Koo Wee Rup Township Committee received
funding in 2014 from The Cardinia Shire Council, Bendigo Bank and Melbourne Water to purchase and restore a Dragline
to be displayed in Cochrane Park.
Draglines were used to construct and maintain the drain network that protects our town and enables agriculture to
thrive on the Koo Wee Rup Swamp. The Dragline is a machine like an excavator only the bucket is controlled by wire
cables, pulleys and winches rather than an hydraulically driven arm.
The Dragline was purchased
locally and transported to Sam Papa
at Dalmore for sandblasting and
painting. Sam has completed a
fantastic job and the Dragline is
now looking amazing. There are still
a few minor things to be finished
such as the replacement of the
windows and painting of the steel
tracks once the machine is installed
at Cochrane Park
The project team is now working
with council to ensure that the
concrete slab which is to be laid in
Cochrane Park can support the 22
tonnes of the vehicle. Once the
Dragline is in place it will be fenced
and information signs describing its
role the draining of the swamp,
protection of Koo Wee Rup and the
management of the over 500kms of
drains installed.
We are hopeful that the Dragline
will become a point of interest in
Koo Wee Rup to encourage people to stop in our town now the bypass is open.

KWR RSL SUB BRANCH REPORT
Wow! What a couple of months for our sub branch. Firstly ANZACs on the Swamp at Harewood, then the opening of
our magnificent memorial Avenue of Honour and lastly ANZAC Day with our dawn service attracting our largest crowd
ever. Then down to Tooradin for an ANZAC service on the memorial island and finally back to the local football ground
to be part of the ANZAC Cup battle between Koo Wee Rup and Lang Lang. We missed out on a fantastic event at the
Lang Lang Rifle Club and we could also have attended the unveiling of the new honour board at Pakenham South. We
just couldn't fit it all in the one day.
All of our events turnout to be better than we could ever have imagined. Record crowds and very solemn services.
We would like to thank our district community on their attendance and, very importantly, for the financial, labour and
material help that an unbelievable number of locals contributed. All the events that were part of this couple of months
took many working bees and lots and lots of time. Thank you all. There are too many people to thank individually and I
would be sure to miss somebody, so could I just say to everybody many, many thanks. I would like to indulge myself for
one special group of people, our sub branch members. I know on the day of opening our Avenue of Honour I got very
emotional when trying to thank the RSL members for their efforts. I was a little embarrassed but I still think we have
the best group in the state. Once again, thank you.
Now it's time to reflect on our three events and see what mistakes we made and how we might get better, if you have
any suggestions, please let me know.
On a sadder note, one of our longest serving members, Charlie Adamson, passed away this week after a long illness.
Charlie was a committed sub branch member who single handedly kept the sub branch going for many years. We only
have a sub branch because of this dedication and it is a wonderful legacy that he leaves for us. Thank you Charlie, we
offer our deepest sympathies to June and the family.
Yours in service, Ron Ingram, Sub Branch President, 03 5997 1665
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES (Edited Extracts) (from Page 1)
Councillor Young reminded the meeting of the Mayors Reception and Dinner for Volunteers in Cardinia Shire to be
held at the Cardinia Cultural Centre on Thursday 7TH May.
The Koo Wee Rup Business Association has been running a mentoring program to assist traders to prepare for the
change in business patterns once the bypass opens. They will be holding a Graduation Ceremony for those business
owners who have undertaken the mentoring program on Tuesday 26TH May.
The bank along the walking path on Boundary Drain has been slashed to control the grass and thistles. Some extra
gravel will be spread along the path to smooth out some hollows.
Seats have been placed in O’Riordan Park. It was noted from the floor that the seats had been moved from Cochrane
Park with the construction of the new playground equipment. Councillor Young was asked to confirm that these seats
will be replaced in Cochrane Park once the playground works are completed.
The bollards and old fence have been removed from the park at Bayles. The holes have been filled as council has
decided that this fence will not be replaced. This will make maintenance of the grassed area easier.
The issue of the walkway from Station St to Cochrane Park alongside the Woolworths store was raised. Councillor
Young explained that this walkway was a condition of the development of the site for the microbrewery and that the
owner was not required to hand over the walkway until the development was complete.
Lou Bucello raised the issue of the dangerous intersection of Manks Road and Dalmore Road and asked the Councillors
to verify that the old cypress trees near the intersection were being removed to improve visibility. Neither of the
Councillors were aware of this proposal and committed to follow up this issue and report back at the June meeting.
Councillor Young repeated the information given at previous meetings that council had applied for federal government
road black spot funding to improve the intersection however, this could take several years to be funded. Council
Engineers have inspected the intersection several times and it complies with the requirements for a give way sign
controlled intersection.
Everyone was reminded to take care at this intersection and to obey the give way signs, coming to a complete stop if
necessary before entering the intersection.
The President Ray Brown reported on a meeting he and Lyn van de Hoef had attended earlier in the day in relation to
the public artwork currently being completed for the town. This piece of art is to be displayed in Cochrane Park. The
artist has been inspired by the relationship between the natural environment, the man‐made drains and the
community. The artwork as yet does not have title and the reference group had discussed the possibility of a public
completion to name the artwork, Ray suggested that the Township Committee donate $200 as a prize to the person
who came up with the name. A motion was moved to confirm this prize.
Aaron Smith, a member of the Koo Wee Rup Scouts, and also a participant in the Youth Group at the Men’s Shed
addressed the meeting regarding their ideas for improvements in Koo Wee Rup to benefit the younger members of our
town. They are looking for ideas to develop programs, activities and spaces around town that can be used by local
youth. They have also discussed the idea of a Youth Forum to get greater input and develop ideas. Alison Howard from
the Cardinia Shire Community Strengthening Team suggested that council Youth Services Team could assist in organising
and running a forum. Ray thanked Aaron for his input this evening and said that the Township committee is available to
support any projects that the Youth Forum might propose.
The footpath outside the new shop next to the Newsagent on Station St has gaps left from the connection of services
to the new shop. Councillor Moore will follow this up.
A rubbish bin has been moved from the south side of Station St, it was requested that this be replaced.
There is a 30‐acre block of former farmland between the old Pakenham road and the new bypass that could be
developed for community use, such as more sporting facilities. Councillor Young agreed to find out what VicRoads
intentions for this parcel of land was so that the matter could be discussed at the June meeting.
John Farmer advised that the street trees on Station Street were in need of pruning again. He has advised to submit a
MERIT request through the Cardinia Shire website. Natasha Spicer urged all community members to lodge MERIT
requests for issues like this as they would then be logged in the Shire system and someone has to respond.
A MERIT request can be lodged by going to the Cardinia Shire website (www.cardinia.vic.gov.au) and then clicking on
the make a report of request under Online Request on the front page of the website.
A questioner from the floor asked Councillors Young and Moore to provide a little more information on the new
Sporting Facilities for Lang Lang proposed at Caldermeade Road. The response was that initially there would be a single
football ground and netball courts but that was room for a second football oval plus a soccer ground and other facilities.
It is proposed that walking track following the old railway line will connect the town with the new sports grounds.
Alison Howard from Cardinia Shire introduced herself to the meeting and explained that she will be taking on Natasha
Spicer’s role in the community Strengthening Team whilst Natasha is on maternity leave.
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The Kooweerup Sun was a weekly newspaper that covered Kooweerup, Lang Lang, Nyora, Yannathan, Heath Hill,
Grantville, Tooradin and Cranbourne. When the paper started, it was the only newspaper published in the Shire of
Cranbourne.
The Koo‐wee‐rup Swamp Historical Society have an almost complete collection from 1919 to 1981. They are starting
to get old and fragile.
The Society plans to digitise their collection. The final outcome of the project will be to have all 63 years on a
computer disk which anyone with a home computer can easily access. the entire collection will be searchable. Rather
than looking through years of newspapers to find an event, you can type in a key word or name and the computer will
do the searching for you.
Having the newspapers on disk will mean that the paper versions can be preserved without people needing to handle
them to research local history.
The Historical Society has digitised three years of The Kooweerup Sun, so we know it works.
The total cost of the project is $20,000. The Historical Society has enough money to complete the first 15 years and
need help to fund the rest of the project.
To help fund the project, we are trying to find 63 individual or family sponsors, one for each year of The Kooweerup Sun.
Each individual or family sponsor will be asked to provide $150 and in return will be the 'owner' of 1 year from 1919‐
1981. You can choose your own year (first in best dressed) or just have a year allocated to you.
Each individual or family sponsor would be recognised on an 'honour' board displayed at the museum. Every sponsor
will receive a complete digitised Kooweerup Sun when the project is complete and a certificate of acknowledgement.
In addition to the individual and family sponsors, we
need support from community sponsors; perhaps local
Lang Lang & District
sporting clubs or community service groups, other local
Historical Society
history groups, or even local businesses. We ask for
donations of $500 from these organisations and would
acknowledge them as community sponsors on the honour
Welcome visitors to our
board.
Heritage Centre situated in
A major sponsor is being sought to cover the remaining
Kester Kitchin Park, Lang Lang
cost of the project. They would receive acknowledgement
on each computer disk and major sponsor
acknowledgement on the honour board.
We open each Wednesday
Both community and major sponsors will receive a
10.30-3pm
certificate of acknowledgement and a copy of the digitised
or by appointment
Kooweerup Sun on completion of the project.
If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please
contact Caroline or Andrew through the Blackfish, email at
Secretary Joy Adderley 5997 5489
blackfish@live.com.au or by phone on 5997 2333.
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vicki’s
“used to be new”
recycled books,
clothes and more
124 Station Street, Koo Wee Rup,
Phone: 0413 384 480
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KOO WEE RUP BYPASS NOW OPEN TO PUBLIC
The Koo Wee Rup community have been reaping the benefits of the new bypass, which was opened to traffic last
months..
VicRoads South Eastern Projects Director,
Charlie Broadhurst, thanked the community
for their cooperation and support since the
project construction began in late 2013.
“Work on the 3.4 kilometre bypass started in
late 2013 and has been completed six months
ahead of schedule. The bypass will remove a
significant proportion of traffic and heavy
vehicles from the Koo Wee Rup township and
will improve traffic flow and safety.
“The new road has one lane in each
direction and connects to Manks/McKays
Roads in the north and Rossiter Road to the
south with newly constructed roundabouts.
The T‐intersection of Rossiter Road and the
South Gippsland Highway was also converted into a roundabout.
“We are pleased to deliver this project for the community and thank them for their support,” said Mr Broadhurst.
For the next month, a lower speed limit of 60km/h will be in place as the road settles and to protect vehicles from
becoming damaged from loose stones. The
speed limit on the bypass is proposed to be
increased to 100km/h.
The project is set in an environmentally
sensitive area and required engineering
solutions to manage drainage, water flow
and flora and fauna habitat.
As part of the project new frog ponds and
Southern Brown Bandicoot habitat areas
have been constructed to provide
alternative habitat for threatened species.
The new road includes a 280 metre bridge
to span the Bunyip Main Drain complex.
Prior to allowing traffic onto the road the
Lend Lease Engineering construction team
and VicRoads project team held a
community day to celebrate the completion
of the road and to thank the community for
their patience during the roadworks.
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COMPUTERS UNPLUGGED
Hardware
Upgrades and repairs
Business systems and networks

6 Station St, Koo Wee Rup

FAST

FRIENDLY

RELIABLE

5997 1381
www.computersunplugged.com.au
query@computersunplugged.com.au

Koo Wee Rup
News, Post, Tatts
&
OfficeSmart
Newspapers
Magazines
Cards
Gifts
Books
Toys
Ink Cartridges
Copy Paper

Post Office
Monday to Friday
8.30am to 5.30am
Saturday
8.30am to 2.00pm

Banking
Fax Services
Billpay
Business Banking
Stationery
Diaries & Calendars
Toner
Tattslotto

Newsagency
4.30am to 5.30pm
4.30am to 4.00pm

Telephone: 59971456 or Fax 59971953
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY SCHOOL, KOO WEE RUP

Cross
Country
training
and
competition has been a big focus for
many of our senior students over the
past few weeks. Forty‐Eight students
represented our school in the District
Cross Country event on May 15th with
11 children going on to compete in the
Division Cross Country. An excellent
effort was made by all students and
we would particularly like to
congratulate Imogen for making it to
the Regional level of competition. We
wish you all the best!
Many mothers of students at St
John's enjoyed a special lunch in
celebration of Mother’s Day at
Chandelier Café on 5th May. This event,
organised by the Parents and Friends
Committee, is held every year and not
only provides our mums with a great
day out but also raises funds for the
school. In addition to the lunch, a
Mother’s Day stall was held for
students to be able to purchase a gift
for their mum. We appreciate the
amazing effort our P&F Committee go

to in helping make St John's such a
vibrant and supportive community.
On Tuesday 26th May, our Grade Six
students went to St James Catholic
Primary School in Nar Nar Goon to
participate in a Confirmation Reflection
Day. That night, they were invited to
take part in an evening prayer service
with our Parish Priest, Fr Hilarion. Many
of our Grade Six students are currently
preparing to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Sunday 21st June.
If you are interested in enrolling your
child/ren at St John's, guided tours are
available with our Principal, Mr Justin
Greenwood. Please contact us on (03)
5997 1653 to arrange an appointment.
In addition, we are having a Foundation
Open Morning for all prospective
students and their parents. We invite
you to come along on Wednesday 17th
June from 9:30‐11am to see what St
John's has to offer and ask any questions
you may have.
Kind regards, Kristy Telford
(Deputy Principal)

WHAT WAS THAT AIR RAID SIREN? ‐ May 2015
It was the Koo Wee Rup Fire Brigade back up siren to alert all of the volunteers to attend the station
for a turn out call. It’s also used to let the local community know we are about to be out and about on
a call.
The calls we attended this month were:
 2/5/15 – Grass fire – cnr Sth Gippsland Hwy and Rossiter Rd Koo Wee Rup
 4/5/15 – False alarm burn off – cnr Sth Gippsland Hwy and Billingsley Rd Tooradin
 7/5/15 – Car leaking LPG – Rossiter Rd Koo Wee Rup
 16/5/15 – Car accident, possible persons trapped – cnr Koo Wee Rup Rd and Ballarto Rd Pakenham South
 24/5/15 – Grass fire – Manks Rd Dalmore
 24/5/15 – Bin fire – Moody St Koo Wee Rup
Many of our members and surrounding brigade members also participated in the Anzac Day march in Koo Wee Rup.

Are you interesting in becoming a volunteer for the CFA?
Go to http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteer‐careers/become‐a‐cfa‐volunteer/ and register your interest.

Do you know what to do if a fire starts at home?
Every family needs to develop a home fire escape plan and practice it. Your plan should include two ways to escape
each room of the house, and a designated safe meeting point, such as the letterbox.
If you deadlock doors when you're at home, always leave keys in the lock to avoid becoming trapped.
Go to http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan‐prepare/home‐fire‐safety‐checklist/ for some really handy tips and checklists.
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KOO WEE RUP STOCK FEED HORSE NUTRITION SEMINAR
Koo Wee Rup Stockfeed hosted a seminar on Horse Nutrition on Wednesday May 20th that was attended by over 30
people.
The seminar was presented by Rebecca Ham from Kentucky Equine Research and was held at the Royal Hotel in Koo
Wee Rup ( Thanks Colin )
It was a very informative evening and Rebecca answered questions regarding feeding before, during and after
competitions. She also spoke about Nutrition to influence recovery rates after riding and covered other topics including
omega 3 for horses, gastric ulcers and supplements.
Congratulations to Carlene Wilson who won the $75 door prize and Rhiannon Hunn who won the second prize.
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Physiotherapy service
now at
40 Station St, Koo Wee Rup
(Respect For Beauty Shop)
Tuesdays and Fridays
For appointments and enquiries contact:
Letetia on

0423 774 547
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KOO WEE RUP FOOTBALL NEWS UPDATE
Due to Inter League Football, byes and split rounds there has been limited football played over the past month. The
seniors are presently standing at 2 wins, two losses and
a draw and are looking forward to an uninterrupted
second half of the 2015 season.
The highlight of the past month has been the Inter
League weekend when the EDFL played the
Maryborough‐Castlemaine F/L at Maryborough on the
23rd May. The Koo Wee Rup Football Club were
honoured to have three players selected in the senior
team, namely Shaun Marusic, Tim Miller and Ben Miller
and it was pleasing to report that they all played well in
a winning side.
Young Nathan Voss was selected in the U/18 squad
and also played a great game also in a winning side.
Nathan kicked four goals and was chosen among the
best players
In the U/16’s, Koo wee Rup had 3
players selected. Travis Bindley,
Dean Smith and Mitch Tribuze
showed that the junior program at
Koo wee Rup is paying dividends
and the experience that these three
juniors received from participating
in Inter League Football will be great
asset as they move into the higher
level at Demon Land.
On the Juniors, the club is pleased
to see the development that is being
produced within the U/10’s,U/12’s,
U/13’s and the U/14’s. The extra
bonus of the large number of
players in the junior ranks is the
involvement of the parents and the
huge crowds that attend games.
Matches are played on Friday
Night’s under lights and on Sunday,
and these game are a benefit not
only to the Koo Wee Rup Football
Club but also to the town traders, as
parents incorporate their shopping
and dining when they come to our
Township. Friday night in particular
is a perfect example when there are
games at Koo Wee Rup, and families
stop and support the local traders.
Should any one like to experience
junior football particularly on how
well the SEJF/L run game days I
suggest you check the draw.
More news in the next edition of
Blackfish

“FOOTBALL, DON’T YOU
JUST LOVE IT”
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Carpet Cleaning
Domestic, Commercial

Specialising In








Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Water Damage/Flood Restoration
Suede and Microsuede Cleaning
Leather Cleaning
Vinyl Floor Strip and Seal
Stain Treatment
Truck Mount Extraction
Free Quotes

STERLING CARPET CARE
SERVICING GARFIELD, PAKENHAM, KOOWEERUP,
BERWICK AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Phone: Peter Walker
Mob: 0409 010 106

For Quality Carpet Care!
* IICRC Certification * SCRIA Member

Bunyip River Meats
Located next to Woolworths

** Don’t forget to check our **
weekly specials board
Friendly service
Lots of variety
Large range of gourmet products
Locally grown beef and lamb
Any needs can be catered for
Spit roast
Bulk packs available
Private bodies cut and packed
Cryovac available
Open 7 days a week

Shop 8, 26-29 Station Street, Koo Wee Rup, Phone 5997 1285
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KBA PRESIDENT'S REPORT
To the community of, and visitors to, Koo wee rup,
I've just taken part in the Koo wee rup Business
Training and Mentoring Program Graduation
Ceremony. (Tuesday night, at the Koo wee rup
community centre). It was a fabulous event
attended by all but a few of the participants. All of
us have come away from this program with
invaluable knowledge. Knowledge that will see
business grow and prosper in Koo wee rup. See the
front and back cover of this issue for more about
the evening.
As you may have noticed the bypass is open, and
already the positive feedback is coming in. And the
cars. I heard mention Friday arvo there were very
few parks available in the woolies car park.
Customers commenting how easy it is to cross the
road now. And of course how wonderful it is to shop
in a calmer environment.
KBA President Vicki Charlton (centre) cuts the graduation cake assisted by
There's a Koo wee rup promotion coming up for all
Cardinia Shire Mayor Letitia Wilmot and watched by Cardinia Shire
Business Development Officer Frances Grigoriou
of the community to take part in. It involves
balloons and I watches!!! Keep an eye on Koo wee rup business's and Check your mailbox!
A biggest morning tea at the collective on Saturday 30th may and another at the Bendigo bank on Tuesday 2nd June
are community events that we encourage everyone to take part in. It's the perfect opportunity to not only support this
wonderful cause but also to catch up and relax with each other.
The business showcase is taking a break this issue but will be back in July.
Well, till July, take care
Vicki Charlton, President, Koo wee rup business association, 0413 384 480
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NATIVE TREES
A good selection of Native Trees can
be found at

Kooweerup Trees & Shrubs
John & Maria Boekel
10 Bethunes Road, KooWeeRup
Phone 5997 1839
Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays

 Industrial
 Split Systems
 Commercial  Pump Work
 Domestic
No job too small
John Beaumont Mob: 0418 398 136

AH: (03) 9702 1198 email: john@anstiselectrics.com.au
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HEART FOUNDATION DOG WALKING
The Koo Wee Rup K9 Heart Foundation Walking Group farewelled daylight saving with a fancy dress celebration in
March. We continue meeting through winter again this year, departing from the bus interchange carpark at 5pm every
Monday (including Queen's Birthday). Each walk varies in length, usually about 30 minutes depending on weather and
age of the canine attendees. Our next social event will be our annual Winter Solstice Dinner on Sunday 21 June, old and
new members are most welcome to attend. Enquiries to Lyn on 0439 519 859.

KOO WEE RUP BOWLS CLUB NEWS
The Club recently conducted the Annual General meeting with the following members taking key
positions for the next 12 months. President Ray Brown, Vice‐President’s Pat Carlin & Bryan Walker,
Secretary Rex Alexander & Treasurer Mary Crynes. With the Club voting to restructure the Committee of
Management we would like to publicly thank the following outgoing members for their contribution & time over the
past 12 months. The members retiring from the Committee are – Max & Evelyn Calder, Gerry Fuller, Bob Mason,
Rosemary Read & Albert Slefendorfas. On a different note it was great to have Pauline O’Brien, our longest serving Life
member, attend the AGM and still looking well. We also had the Appreciation lunch prior to the AGM where the Men
catered and waited on the Ladies for lunch. A total of 48 members & visitors attended the lunch of which the Ladies
were very appreciative of the day. Many thanks to all involved at the lunch especially Ellen Brown for cooking the meat.
At the AGM it was decided to merge the Ladies section of the Club into the Men’s section with all positions now filled by
the same office bearers apart from 2 separate Match Committees which were retained. This had been discussed for 2‐3
years and after consultation with a number of Clubs who had gone “down a similar path” it was voted on and passed by
all members.
Our Club has recently purchased 2 Club flags which necessitated the erection of a new flag pole at the far end of the
Green. So now players will have 2 flags to attempt to sort out the wind direction etc. or just be totally confused.
We are seeking new members to the Club so if you are interested in trying the game before committing yourself
please contact the Club for information. If you have played previously at our Club or another Club some time ago and
would like to start playing again the same applies please contact the Club. Maybe you are a current player and would
just like a “change of scenery”. There is nearly always a member at the Club or leave a message on 5997 1266 and we
will contact you. As we now field 5 teams each week we require as many available players as possible and we will
ensure that new bowlers will not be playing in
higher divisions but against players of similar
ability.
The 1st of the Friday Winter Triples has been
played and after a lot of juggling, attempting
to find replacement players etc. the results
were Winners with 35 pts were Don Jeffrey,
Max Adams [Lang Lang] & Bob Mason [KWR].
Runners Up with 34 pts & 7 shots up were Ken
Taylor, Edna Adams & Fred Forde [Warragul]
and the Best Last game was won by Peter
Stevens, Bill Files & Noel Speight [KWR] with
20 pts. The next day will be on 29th May.
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Koo Wee Rup
Senior Citizens
Club
Friday Lunch
2 Course Meal and
Refreshments
Starts 12 Noon
$5.00 for Members
Friday Hoy
Card Game with
Prizes for Everyone
$2.00 1.00pm to
3.00pm
Monday Carpet
Bowls
Starts 1pm $2.00
All Welcome
Tuesday Night
Bingo
Must Be Over 18
Eyes Down 7.30pm
Sharp
New Members
Welcomed
For only $10.00 per
year you can enjoy all
activities and many
trips throughout the
year

For New
Membership ring
Diane King
0408 663 655
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KOO WEE RUP LIONS CLUB
There can be little that is sadder than a child with cancer, which must be heartbreaking for parents who find
themselves in this situation.
In response to this sentiment the Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation was established, which
funds research into finding cures for this awful condition.
So important are these efforts that in May each year Lions Clubs across Australia host Lions Biggest BBQ events, the
profits from which are forwarded to the Foundation to fund its research.
As part of this program, the Koo Wee Rup Lions Club held its BBQ outside Woolworths in Station Street on 9th May.
The Club recognised that its contribution, together with those from Clubs across Australia would amount to a significant
total for use by the Foundation and it was only through the generosity of the Koo Wee Rup community that the Club
was able to make its substantial
contribution to this most worthwhile
cause.
As this Lions year fast draws to a close,
the Club has arranged to have its
changeover dinner on 19th June at
Warrook Homestead, Monomeith. This
is an occasion where the Club members
can not only thank outgoing President,
Sheryl Blay for her commitment and
leadership during the year almost gone
and welcome incoming President, Peter
Martin, but also to recognise the
contribution the community has made in
many of the successes the Club enjoyed
during the last twelve months. The
changeover
also
provides
an
opportunity for the Club to take pride in
its achievements during the past year
and to consider how to improve upon
Waiting for the Customers
those things that were not so successful,
but, more importantly, to look forward with anticipation to the challenges of the new Lions year.
Finally, please watch this space for news about the Club’s Junior Public Speaking competition. This will be the third
year the local primary schools have participated and the competition will commence its early stages soon.
There can be little doubt that not only do the students get substantial benefit from participating, but it is also amazing
how polished and confident these young people are when making their presentations.
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SOLDIERS SETTLERS
By Heather Arnold, on behalf of the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Historical Society
The Public Records Office of Victoria has digitised their Soldier Settlement Records from 1917 to 1935. This is the
website ‐ http://soldiersettlement.prov.vic.gov.au/
According to the website – Victoria sent about 90,000 men and women to serve overseas in the First World War, about
70,000 of who survived to return home. As the war continued, the issue of repatriating returning soldiers became
increasingly urgent. As well as providing War pensions and other financial assistance, State governments of the time set
up ‘settlement’ schemes to support returning soldiers with work. These schemes involved subdividing large rural estates
into smaller farming blocks and leasing them back to discharged service‐people. Victoria’s scheme was created under the
Discharged Soldier Settlement Act 1917. Reports from the time indicated there were around 11,000 farms created,
although it seems likely this figure includes successful applicants to the scheme who did not end up going on to the land.
To obtain a block of land the returned soldiers had to fill out a comprehensive application form and, amongst other
things, had to list their age and height, address, war service including where and how long they served and wounds
received; occupation, previous farming experience, proposed use of land (e.g. potato growing, dairy), disposable funds,
marital status, number of children, financial status of wife and previous farming experience of wife. They had to itemise
their assets including how many cows, horses, sheep and pigs they had, farming equipment and value of furniture. The
paperwork also records the lease details and eventual outcome – was the land relinquished or eventually purchased.
You can search the site by surname or place. The way the scheme worked is that the Government brought up large
farms and subdivided them; for instance the Caldermeade Estate of just over 3000 acres was acquired and sub‐divided
into farms of about 55 acres (that’s based around Soldiers Road, just out of Lang Lang). Soldiers Road in Pakenham
South and Beaconsfield are also named for the same reason. There were less Soldier Settlers here as the land had
already been sub‐divided into smallish blocks after the draining of the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp so there were very few
large scale farms to break up. In this case, if a privately owned block of land was put up for sale and it was considered
suitable then the Government would purchase it on the soldier’s behalf.
Richard Leonard Greaves had 74 acres off Sims Lane in Koo‐Wee‐Rup. He made three successful applications for land,
the first in 1920 for 45 acres when he was single and 25 years old. He had been a farmer all his life, working with his
parents at Yannathan. He got a lease for another 15 acres in 1929 and a third lease in 1935 for 14 acres. On his 1929
application he listed his assets as 40 cows, three horses and ten pigs, £200 in farm implements and £100 in furniture.
The 1935 lease was for 31½ years; however the total 74 acres was paid off in April 1947.
One of the few Indigenous servicemen to be granted a Soldier Settlement block was Percy Pepper. He was 41 and
married with seven children, when he applied in 1918 and was allotted 56 acres on the east side of the Koo‐Wee‐Rup‐
Pakenham Road, a bit south of Ballarto Road. In his application he said that he would grow potatoes, onions and maize.
Like many farmers on the Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Percy was defeated by the many floods and his lease was cancelled in
1924.
Finally, this farmer was not at Koo‐Wee‐Rup, but at Cora Lynn but it is an interesting story. Patrick Brennan had 80
acres at Cora Lynn; it ran between the Main Drain and Murray Road. He was 50 years old when he was allotted the land.
Patrick had served overseas for a year from November 1915 until October 1916. One of his sons died at Gallipoli on
Anzac Day in 1915, another was killed at Passchendaele in October
1917 and another son served and survived the War. Patrick applied
in 1917 and was granted the land in December 1918. His lease was
also for 37 ½ years, which means he would have been 87 when he
paid it off! However, sadly for Patrick, he never had the chance to
pay off the farm as he was drowned in the Great Flood of
December 1934 and as a consequence the lease was cancelled.
These records cover the whole of Victoria so if you have a soldier
settler in the family, then you can look up their records. However
some records are not yet available 'most likely because the original
file is affected by mould' is the PROV notation and they are still
being cleaned up.
The Koo‐Wee‐Rup Swamp Historical Society meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm at Mallow house in Rossiter
Road, corner of Henry Street. New members welcome. The
Museum is open the second and fourth Sundays from 1.30pm
until 4.30pm or by appointment. Heather Arnold
harnold@dcsi.net.au 5629 4396.

BAYLES FAUNA
PARK
Working Bee

Sunday, 14 June
9 am to 12 noon
followed by a sausage sizzle

Next Meeting

Monday, 22 June at 7:30 pm
at the Bayles Hall
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SMILE YOU'RE IN
KOO WEE RUP
At
the
recent
graduation
ceremony
for
the
business
workshop and mentoring program
for Koo Wee Rup Traders a new
initiative was launched by the KBA
and Cardinia Shire.
You should be seeing these smiley
stickers appearing in many windows
around town.
'Smile you're in Koo Wee Rup'
hopes to encourage 'locals' from all
over the swamp to continue to shop
in Koo Wee Rup.
Smiles cost
nothing and create a better
experience for both the shopper
and the trader. Koo Wee Rup is a
nicer place to shop now with the

Watch for this in your letterbox SOON

bypass open. Parking is easier and just
getting around is quicker and simpler and
crossing the road should no longer be a
game of Russian Roulette.
On Friday 12th and Saturday 13th June,
shoppers will have a chance to win an
Apple iWatch.
'Passports' will be
letterbox dropped locally, or you can pick
up a passport from any participating
business on the 12th or 13th of June. All
you need to do to go into the draw to win
is to visit 10 participating businesses and
have your passport stamped.
You can visit businesses you reguarly
patronise, or you might want to drop in
somewhere you've never been before
and have a bit of a look round. You are
guaranteed and friendly welcome at any
of the participating businesses.
Over the next few months, the Blackfish
will be talking to Koo Wee Rup traders
who took part in the business mentoring
course. We will be asking them what
they are doing now that was encouraged
by what they learned.
We encourage everyone to get out
there and keep our shopping strip
vibrant. We have a friendly, supportive
local community and it would be great to
make sure we keep our town alive.
HAVE YOU GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

Entry forms available also from participating businesses
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Have you got some news, a photo, or an opinion you
want to share with your community?
Why not say it in the Blackfish?
Just drop me a line at blackfish@live.com.au post to
PO Box 64, KWR or phone 5997 2333
Caroline Roff Editor

